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fuerto Rico fiShts death penally
land's legal community. 'fhe death penalty, Later, tllat con-
commonwealth outlawed the tèntioll won ihe support of the
death penrLlty in 1929. Its Con, 1st U.S. Circuit Cõùrt of Ap-
stitution, ratilìed by Congross in poals.
1.952, plovides: 'jTle death l.lector Osc¿i Acosta-Mar-
pcnalty shall not cxist." tincz & Joel River.a-Al"jorlailà,

In the ft¡der¿l case, thc iìe- the reputed gang ìeaaeis, aÌc
pÍr.r'tinent of rlusticc (DOJ) ig- accused of the 1998 kidnaÞping

. nored Pùetto Rico's ban on the of ¿l grocer, for.ge I-lern;;d;i
cleath penalty when it cirargecl Diaz, ïho wu. ãhot to Jcattr
two rcputcd gang mcmbcrs with ihclt dismcml¡ercd, allescdlV
capital critncs atrd sought l.he srìB'putsn1.o nlco.Þac"r r9'

US., Fer,rnsylvania.
%

By Leonard Post
S'TAF! RüPONTtrN.

trslanders clash with Pennsylvania
A capital irial

f'ederal court in
hzLs begun in a

Puerto Rir;o,
¿nd, next month, a pulilic dr:-
f'ender is set to fìglrt the extradi-
[ion from Puerto Rico of a lnan
facing a murder chalge in Penn-
sylvania, bccausc il. might bc
charged as a capil,al clime.

Bt¡th situal.ir¡ns stir thc pas-
sions of Pi¡elto lìio¿n nationa.ls,
and a large segment of the is-

AIH.

Twency-five go-ro reams for when
:the going gers rough. Pullout $aotlon

Online divorcc services spark debate
Lawyers, providers
split over pitfal1s.
+ .

By Dee McAlee
sÏÁI:tr ItìPonlliR

YoU rvflcltr r'IItWr ¿l c0trplr:
wanting ir quir;k clivot.r;e would
fir-st stop at ti lawyor's olIìr;r:-or
ma,ybo two lawyr:rs' olÏr;cs, one
firr e¿lch.

Not necessar.ily.
Thr,.it' first stop nr¡ry be t;hc

(ìOmputer. Wclcomc to th(ì new
wöi'icl of clrit-otrnt divor'c:c.

Ori two of the most lrequctr[.
od onlino divorce sitcs-
!vww,complclec&se.c0nl antl
www. lc gir lzo¡)rn, com-(:rrs-
[ornors r;lick on tllcir sl.irtrr o[
rcsiclcnce, pay an avnrage f'cc of'
$249 ¿ntl subnrit l.o a sot.ios o['
tlùostions aboul, horv tltev lvanL
to split thoir ¿rssots ¿rnd, il'appli-
cabl<1, custorly ol tho kids.

Thcy print tht: clor;umonts or
roc(Ìivc l;heûr by rnail u'ithin l4

da.vs. '.f hcn tliey fìÌe thom ¿rt
tlìcil courtltouso. Onco the
.irrtÌgrr sjg¡1¡; l,hcm, tl:.v arc
ollìcially clivorr;ed.

Pionet:rs of thc scrvir:t:s r;l¿lim
tlì¿t il- is ¡ur afl'ord¡rblr: ;lltcrrra-
tivr; to exorl¡itant legtl f'eos.
lvla"ny clivor.ct: attorn(ìys s¿ì.y po-
tcntial r;t¡sklmcrs oughl. l,o be.
w¿n'c, bec¿tusc ctivorce is a com-
plir:ir[r'tl l)ro(ìcss Lha{, rrrquircs
k,;gal r;ounsol.

Big morrey is ¿¡.1, st¿rkt: bo-
cirttso tltcto ¿Lro Iols ol'rlivo¡cos.

In the 44 st¿tos tiìot oollcot
cl¿lti¿, [hcrc wc¡'e 515 rlivor.t;es
loI cve|y '1,000 m¿r¡fiûges last
yeôr, acù)rcling Lct Misnntt:lt:
'l'l¿e Grouing GtLl[ Betueen Ãtlen
a¡¿cL lVo¡¡¿e¡¿, by Aldrr:lv Ll¿r,ckr¡r,
a profcssor of'¡toliticaÌ scienoo
aL Quoons Collcgc in Ncw Yol.k.

A¡ onlino se¿rrr:lt fbr "cli-
vorce onlino" gonr;fatr:s l,hou-
s¿rncls of hils, btrt I'riw sitcs ¿t:-
l,urtlly plovidc l,hc sorvicr'.
Somrr, like wlr,w. ltoio.r:ol¡. olli¡r

Sllli'DIvOtì(:¡l' p¡\Ctì I I
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By David Ilechler
sT,,\ff tìlt0IìïItr

F0R I 5 
yE^ììs ihis nervspapeL lias published an

annual section called Wirming, which describes

lhr; Lecont tLiumphs and techniques of a handful

of litigatoLs rryith notable Ler;oLds ol tLial couLt

¿chievelnent,

The section in your hands today Lepresents ouL

extension ofthatirlc¿t to law fiLms on the

plrrirrtifls' sirlc 'lllis 
is oui pick of 2S litigation

firms [hatseem exernplaLy-the successoL to lhe

l,itigation 50 th¿rt wc intloduced last yeaL,

\{rtl lverc loohitrg lor lìutn [hr[you'd wmtto

crLll if you had ¿rcl.im,

Thrly hul to hr; plaintiffs' litigation shops-that

is, l,hey had to pe rfoLn ¿rt Ie ast h¿llof thoiL woLk

foL plaintiffb ¿nd dcvoh ¿t least h¿lfofthciL

rosourcss to litigrLtion.

'lhis left oulfiLnls thal mighlhave been

ollvious choicr:s a lrw yeaLs ago, like Boir:s,

Sr:hillrlL & lìlcxnt;r, which, thtlsc days, rlcvotrls

much of its tinic ¿nd rosollrccs lo rlr;fcnsc woLk
'lho Ilouston flrms thatm¿do lhc list, Sustn¿rn

fiodfioy urd (ìibbs & I]Luns, tlivide theiL ltrbors

irround fifty-tìfly 
'lhe 

othrlLs serlmtld cornfoLiribly

on lhtl plaintiffs' sitle,

Wrl tricd to stllcctlirnrs to covcL ftc rnajor

ptactice ilLeas, We dso ¿úntod l'oL ¡;eogLqrhic

divr:Lsity, hut wc ditln't choose it fiLrlr b¿srld on its

loririion if it wasn't ¿Lt lrl¿st ¿s qunlilir:rt as the

cornpo ti[ion,

!\h olirnin¿rtcd solo pritctitioners and shops whoLrl

{)n0 0r l,wolawyils tL¡,¿ll ollhrl cases boc¿tusc wo

rvantcd I list ol'[irnls, not o ,"' ,,1'1¿wyr$,

Iiinally, theLtl rvits ¿ "hutncss" 
çtotiont, ncaning

wtl pairliLttontion [o romlltrcsults as wtlllas tl,¿ck

rrlcotds Wtl h¿rd in mind vrlrrlicts ¿ndsrlttlorntlnts,

notjust lilings and headlinrx [n othcL worrls, wtl

lvcte luoking I'or the kind illlrrin[ th¿tprrxìur:tls

swrl¿Ll, notsizzle,
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Twenty-five

gt-to toams

furwhen

ths gûing

grts tough
'l'hrl 

prucess hy which this listw¿rs deLivrld rvirs

subjcctivr;, !\irr didn't lLy to rpply an objrictivrl

tlìoitsur0, and wtl tlon't clairn these arll [hr: hrlst

p[Lintilïb' fiLrns oL thrl rnost aggLr;ssivrr or tht

niost succttsslul, fulany lhiit ¿Lrrn'[ hrrrrl could hc,
'lìhc 

aLbitltLy cutulf ol 25 rtlquiLcrl sontrl rlì0r0 t)t

lcss iLrbitlaLy choiccs,

lVr sought [o casl t wirlc nct hy brainstorrning

inleLnnlly tnd by cuntarting duzrns of'general

t:ounsel and asking foL the nanles ofptailtiffs'

funx they use anrlLecornrnend

We also ¿sked many attoLneys,onbotli the

plaintiffs' ¿nd defense side, to identify litigation

fiLms lh¿tse ened paLticulrtrly stLong to thtlm,

To winnow the list, we consulted \{eb sihs,

legal dlttabast;s, neu,s archives and colleagucs

aLound the counlry We cont¿oted solne IìLms and

Lequested additional inloLmation,

0n the ptlges th¿lfollow, you'lllind pLofilcs of

thLee law flnns ¿nd thunbnailsktltt;lirx of 22,

Thrr thLee tLeatccl at gLcatcr lenglh wcLc

picked because thev aLe establishecl fiLms loc¿tr:tl

in diffurrlnt paLts ofthe counlLv specializing in

diffeLent pLactice aLe¿s, Thr:se thLetl happtln to

lrrl fromlVashington, Dallas and Losl\ngeles, lVr:

cuuldjust its cilsily htvrl fncuscrl on threr othoru

ln thrl short pLofiles ofthc othor 22, wrl

inclurlerlwiththe help of the fiLns hLief'

descliptions ofsomt; olthoiL lrlconI successr:s

'llttlse include srlttlt;ments, ¿lul bec¿ustl soln0

llrms sr:ttle rnany of theiL cascs witlr

confìdentitlity tgrcttrncnts, it wits somclilncs

lmpossible to LqroLt lheiL biggrlst achicvernonts,

1'his siunpling of litigtttion flLtns r,eveitls, noI

surpLisingl¡ r IngtrvaLiety in thri U S, plaintillb'biLl

The fìLms cornt; in ¿lllshrprls itnd sizss 'l'hsLe's

the fìve"lawyeL [ìLnr in Washington s¡rocializing in

whistleblowtrL litigttion, 'lheLe 
s tht; 4()"lawyoL

Äìitbama firm branclring out lLon its b¿stl in

rrmploymrlnlliligation, r\nd thcLrl s tlrc (¿tlast

count) lT9.lawycL hicoirstiLl srlcurities class

action poweLhuusu [hat, likr; it giant paLiLltcciurn,

is splitting in tlvo

'l'lru 
thumbn¿rils aLrl by llrlo (imoulirlis, Drtrl

ùlcr\trlc anrl ÀndLtlw [1aLLis, Lrld by litcoulirlis,

ìVlcÅLlr, flarris ¿nrl0ail Di¿rns (jox ¿lso did nost

ofthrl rcsrlaLch, W

1/tlc/rlcr h ¿.rn¿¿il rrdrlr¿ss is d/l¿clilt,r (0nlj, mnr
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Berger & Montague
. For 33 years, Berget & Moìttd,gt¿e hls specialized in

class ¿ctions in tho fields:ofsecuiitics, antitrust, mass
torl.s and civil anrl human rights. The 60-membcr
Philadelphia firm has securecl awarcls and sottlements
ryorth billions for its clients. It rvas one ol'four le¿d
counsel that structured thc S1 .3 billion global
sottlcmcni of flll claims against Micltncl'í1. Milkcn, tlt0
olTìcers and diicctors o[Dr0xcì l]urnham Lamll0rt atìd
l,llc morc thrn 350 DrcxoUMilkcn-rcìatr:cl enl.iLics.
NOIE\¡IORTHY CÁSES:

.a ln .re Wastc Managcnteni Inc. S(x:u.ri.ties Lít.ioa.ti.on.
[N:D. Ill. 2000), co-lead counscl-Sherric S¿vclL.
Rcprcscnting ¿ class of invcstors, the fìrm obtainccì tr
fi200 milliun r:ash scillcmcnt,

a ln re IKON OIIìce Solutions Inc. Secw.i.ties
Litigation {8.D. Pa. 2000), co-krtLd anrl li¡risolr
counscl-Mc¡rill G. Eavidoff. [n ¿n ¿rction fììcd rgainst
IKON ¡tnrt some of its olficcrs on hehalf of its investors,
th'o {ìrm negotiatcd ¿ $1 11 million cash scttlome nt.

I ln re Rita tlltl |t¿c. Sccurities Lit.igotiott lh.D. pa.
2001), co-lcacl counsel-Shcrric S¿vott. lb tlaro, thc
fìrm hâs obtaincd settlement-s of:lnorc than S190
million in cash.¿nd comnlon stock.,4.ctions against Ilit0
Aid's accounliìrg fìim and some ol thc compiiny,s
[orlner ofTccrs trc continuing,

Bernstein Liebhard
Founrled in 1993, Nerv York's ßu.nstein, Liehharrl &

Liþhilz ùoas "99% sccuril.ics," [orilrtk.r' Stttnley l).
Bcrnsl.cin s¿id. It llas 25 larvycrs, two formrrrly rritlr tlrrr
Sccuritics and Exchangc (lomrnission.
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

I In re [nitial Pultlic Ollerino Scrtuitíes Litiqutiott
lS.D.N.Y. 2003,, co-lc¿tl counsel-stirnley Bor.tìstcin.'Icrm¡ng witlì New York's lVlilberg Wciss iìershud l.lyrrcs
& Ler'¿rch,in June 2003 the fìrmJblokercrl rS.l billion
set[lcmcnl. on l¡chaU of investot.s in morc than 300
publicly trarlccl lcchnolog¡' companlcs accuscrl ol'
infìating their stock value du'ing thc 1990s bull rnarkct.

a Burboum u. Deutsche ßr¿n,t {S.D.N.y. ZOOZ), co-
lead tloun-sel-Stanlcy lìernsteii and Robert Berg. 'l'hr;
plaintitÌ's h¡rmme red,out ¿ $b8 million scitlemerìi o['¿
securiti{r!'l rlass aûtion against Dcutschr¡ B¿rnk in Junc
2002.:l'he bank rvas accuscrl olissriing nrislcatling
st¿ll.crients about a possible mergcr,

I'l'uchman u. .Voluo Cars o.f Nrirth Ama.ica Inc.
lßcrgr:n Co., N.J., Su¡rrrr. (:t. l()9(Jl. I(!f,rl irilornr!y-
Stariloy llurrrslril. ll 1 tr)9, plrrintil'fs rrcgol.iirl.ur[ a
s0[l,l{rmcnr" valr¡ctl al. S30 rnillio¡ in ¡r ctass lctiolì filcrl
on boh¿rlll ol'rnorc tlìan 35,000 Volvo orvncrs rvho
hought r:ars \vith (loliìr:l.ivr! Liros.

Butler Wooten
B¿ser.l in Columbus, Ga.,litt1lan Wootrtt. l;ryhoþr

Daughtery & Sulliuun hts reprusr:ntr:rl plaintiiïs 
-

niLLiollwidc in a r¿lrgo oI r:iYi] ¡u:lions, inr:lrrrting
produi:Ls liability, busirrcss t¡rrls, cltvironrr¡ulltlLl
lil.igrtion ¿nrì mcdicrl mulprir:tir:rr. fhc lZ-me rnbcr
lir¡n. fbunded in 1988, hirs won hunrlr¡rds ,rltnillions in
vcrdicts and scttlemcnts. In part ioular, it, pr.csidorì over
one o[ the lìrst cases of punitive dzrrlages al,arrled in
Ceorgia against C0ner¿rl À{otors for aulo proclucts.
linbiliLy (Mosekzy t. General Mo|ors Cor,p.j.
NoTEwoRTHY GÄsESl

l,'vlldou u. AnonlJmous Construct¿on Co. (2002). A
[rucking service techniciàn rvàs killed on ajob sito
rvlìen a crane collapsed. l'he case scttlerl tm.$2.7
million.'fhe parties retrrain confìcìential.

I Morrell u. Allierlsignat Inc. (S.D. Ga. 2001), learl
attorney-JbeÌ Wooten. Pl¿intiffs in this nlass tort
sxstained injuries as a result of exposure to mercuty
during the course of their empìoyment at LCp
Chemicals Inc. Scttlcd for $'t7 million.*

a l,cgget.t. D. Iloneyuel.l tnt'f. f S.D. Ca. 200't),lcarl
¿ttorney-.loel Wooten. 'lÌìc plaintifl's lvcre injured by
exposure to dangerous levels ol toxic chemicals ¿nd
h¿rzardous rvaste while on the job due to f,hsir
employcr's alleged negligen(ìe. Settlcrì lor $il miìlion.**'l'lte Morrell and Legllet:t courts issuod gag ordors.
Public documents disclosed the setilcme nt teims.

Clifford Law Offices
Covering Ihe spectrum of personal injury pr¿clice,

liom ¿viation and medical negljgenco to producls ancl
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IFFS'
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premisos liability, the Chicago-baserl Cli.lford t,au,
Ú,lffcas hars rccovcrecl hunrlrctls r¡l millioits in \,or(licts
an(l sol-tk)tncn[s for il.s clicnts. Iìr¡trnrlr:cl in 19¡]4, th(ì
firm's 22 larvycrs havc gainod rccognition in ar,!ation
litigation and for sctting legai proccdent rvith thc l()90
Illirrrris r:;rsc tJu rkri t. I )aInu. (.bn n] t r il i Lt I I I DsJ)i I ( ! I.
whorc l,hc cr¡r¡r[ ìlckl lh¿t ilr rurLlpracticrr tlairrrs,
injurics that occur in hospitals can bc provcrl bv
circrmst:rnti¿rl cvidenco.
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

1 In re Air Cruslt Neu Poittt it'lLtqu, Cruld/irrnlu (N,l),
Calif. 2003), lr:acl attorncys-tìobcii 

^. 
Cliäbrtt ¿ilrl

Kevin P. Durkin. r\l¿ska Àirlincs and l3ocing (ìorp. werc
both founcl lialile ibr the crash of Alaska FlìghL ir¡.1
whidr plunge d into thc P¿rcilìc Ocean, killing all li8
aboard tlie craf't.'lhc câso scillocl I'or $lÌ7.6 million.

a Estate of 
^4drtin 

L. Koppi.e u. l4llago oJ\Mredin¡1
(Cook Co., Ill., Cir. Ct. ¿003), leacl attorncys-lìich¿n.rl Iì
Burke ¿nd John 'l'. Kârnczis. In a prcmises liabilil,y
action, the plaintilT's plzrìre crasÌrerl during takeofi allcr
hitting ä draina¡¡0 dil.ch improP{)rl¡' local.ed ìn ir nrnlvay
s¿ù[ety are¿r. 'l'he.jury arvurdcd $10.4 nlillion.

ll'cople t. Philip,ltorris ((ìook Co., lll., Cir. { jt.
2002), learl ¿rttorney-Roll0rl, A. Cliffo¡d. r\ttornoys rvho
had Lcpresented the st¿tc of lllinois in toll¿r(xlo
lil,igation sucd the stal.c fbr l.heir ¿r{.tonlcv lhres.'fllc
coso setllcd lot lli67.5 million.

Constantine & Partners
An antitlust litigzLlion lìrm, ConsLent.ine & pu.tncrs

has gaincd ¿t n¿tion¿rÌ rOpul.atiotì sincc its 1994
founding in Norv York. lìoprcsl)utitìg r:licnts in ¿rll
aspccts of'antitrust l¡lv ¿rs rvell rs in com¡tlcx
r:olnmcrcial (lisputos, thc 17-ntenrbrtr fit nl has lto¡:lt
lc;ltl t:0ttnstrl in srì\'(ì¡ ;tl higlt-¡lIrrfilrr r';rsos. irrr.lrrrling
Kèsntai Corp. u, Atnerica Otll¡¿¿ (scttlcllelrl, [orrrrs ¿rrc
r;onlirlonl.iarl), Many oI ii," atl.ornovs h¡¡vo tcsiifìurl
btrlrlrtr ( iotrgrrrss on rnlilIrsl ¡lnrl ilrlIl.rr;rli0llltl l rlrrl¡,
isstttrs,
NOIEWOFfHY CÂSES:

I In re \ísa |hccUÌlluster i\íoncrl (lj.l).N,y, 2003),
lcatl rrrunscl-l,lt)yd (kìnstatìtitr(ì ¿ì.nd llr)lj(ìrl_ llogl {ì¡ t{)r.
N¿rl.ional cl¿ss ¿t:l,iol on llohalf'of 5 nrillion mcrcit¿nls
allcgirrg thul. Visa and lVlrtstr:r(ìnrrl al.{crn¡rtorl lo
monopolizo the rlebil. c¿rd markeit by tying rnerchant
¿rcooptance ofìdebit c¿r'ds to cr.orlil, carrls. A pl.dìntinary
sctl,lerncrit in excess ol'$iil l;illion, rvhich also gavrr
merchants.tho choit;c olaccepting or rojccting rlcbit
prodrioLs, was approvod in Apr,il 2003.

I Burlltoldi Caltkt t¡. 'lime l,lzarncr (Ij.Ì).N.y 2001),
lcrrd nl.l,orncys-l,lo)(l ( :(,tìsl ilnl,inc irncl Ilobcrl.
llegleitcr. Residenl.s.in the Nclv York motropolitan rtroa
r,vcre cleprivcd olthe tull brnefìts of r:ompe1,ition, ìrr
parlicular acccss {,u low-crrsl, ¡rr u¡{rirrlrnillg scrviccs,
br:cirusc of Timc Wurncr's molopoìiz¿tion of lllc cablr
television market in the region: Àcr:ortling to publishr:rl
repolts, thO case sottled for. nlorc than $80 nlillion.

Cotchett Pitre
For 35 years, Cotchett, Pilra,,Simon & McCurthyhas

engagcd cxclusively in li¿igation, reprcscnting plaintifls
in ¿ wide v¿rieiy of p[actice areas, iucluding produrl.s
Iiability, securities ¿urd aviatiolr. With 20 lawyurs, [hc
firm, bascd in Burlirgame, Calif'., gained nritional
recog¡ition whetr it represcntecl thousands in the
securitics rllìss action ¿gainst Lincoln Savings & Loan
and Charles Kcaling a decadc ago. [t rvorr a Sl.ì.5 billion
judgment, tvhich was l¿tcr reducOcl to $1.7S billion.
NOÎEWORTHY CÁSËS:

I ßehr yvood Sealqnt Cd.ses (san,loaquin Co., Calif.,
Supen Ct., 2003), co-lead counsel-llruce Simon.
National consumer cl¿ss acl,iou fbr damagcs resulting
[r'om the use ofdefectivc sealant products.'l'hc court
approved a pre lilninary so{,tlelnent of g'107.5 million.

I illorales u. Ci,t¿group (San lìrancisco Co., Calif.,
Super. Ct. 2003), coload counsel-.loc Cotclìe¿t anrl
Niall Mccarthy. Borrowers suffrtre d r:cronomic harm

E PLAI NTTH
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rvhen insuL:Lnce products n,crc "p¿rckc'rl" on lo lo¿rns,
nrnning rrp ¡ntorcsl. irnd (:osl,s. lh{ì r:¿rs0 scl.l.lerl lÌ:r
lli240 million.

J lllisper u. Okl llepuhli.t: (S¿rn Irrancisco Co., Calif.
Super. Ct. 2001), Iead ¿ttorncy-Ni¿ìll McCarthy. Clæs
action alleging titlc companics rvor.e improperly
earning inl.orrjsl. orì colìsurnÍ)r tle posits. Tho.iury
¡nv¿rdcd $15 million.

Gibbs & Bruns
Iingagorl in ¿L wirlo L¿Lngc c¡fr:ont¡ltcrcial Iitigation,

irìclucling se0uriti0s, atìl-iLl.ust. conLl.act ¿rnd oil and gas
rlisprttrrs sirrr',r I 9lljì, l{or¡strrn-ll¡rsr:tl (ill¡/¡s & /.lrals ilas
obtailcd lnorc l.hln lli2{X) llilli(,n in,jury vorrJicts irnrl
sntllr!lìctìts li)t ì)olh ils ( ôrl)o¡.¿rlr' ¡rnrl illtlividuàl
¡tl;rilrl.ilfls sirrrr' 2(X) L l'hc :ì{)-nì(!nìl)r'r firln fìletl suit in
ivlay 2003 agäitìst IÌ¿nk Onc ilt l)hocnix on behallof'
1 80 holclot's ol' ¡rore th¿n fi t .6 billion in d{rfaulted
borrrls issucrl by Ih(ì tìr)\v-(l{ìluncl. Nirl.i0nirl (ìenttrry
Iriltanci¿rl ììntcrprises,
NOTEWORTHY CÄSES:

'I Neoi Systt:tns Inc. u. Nttu Dra o! Nctuorks Inc.
(lìort Bcnrl (i)., Texas, Dist. Ct. 200 1), lead attorneys-
Chris Reynolds ¿rntl Jc¿ur Frizell. lvlaliciuus trade narne
inlì'ingcmcnt. Âccording to publit: documents iho.jury
¡trv¿rrdcrl $il9 nrillion.

I ùlerrill Lynch GbbeI Allocati.ort FLutd u. Ndtuest
lìlnancc (Micldlcscx Co,, N..1., Supor. Ct. 2001), lead
atl.ornoy-Kathy P¿trhk. IrlaintilI invcstmcnt funds losI
iì suhsliìnli;rl ¡rortiorr of r 5450 rnillior i:untl ollcring by
Nitkolnthai Strip lt4ill Public Co., a Th¿ri steel colrþany.
'fh¡r c¿rsc setl.lcd lbr approxinraLcly $72 rnillion.

Girardi& Keese

Sincc its fìrurrling in 191r5, I.,os r\ngelcs' Girra.r/i cQ

Kc¿rs¿ has rotrrvct'cd mrlre ih¿rn $i billionfor plainl.illis,
includiirg r lanrlrnark $33iì million settlerìlcni lbr the
¡nsirlcnls rrl llirrklr:y, Cirlif.. ovcr. allcgaIions ol'
contanìin¿[o(l rìrinkiirg rvator in 1996. Thc fi¡m'é
eiìvir0ntnont¿tl work rang0s from class actions ogains{.
pulhrting inthtstri¿rl facilil,ics to Loxi(Ì torts iLrul ¿riri ¿nd
noise pollution c¿scs.'l'hc 29-al,l.orncy [ìrm, csl,ablislrcd
lty partners'l'homts Cir¿rtli and llobort Keoso, also
rcptïs0rìts ùlicrìts in pl't¿ilfn¿rooul,icai itÌlrl pr(lrìil(ìl.s
liirbilit¡'c;rsrrs.
NOTEWOFTHY CASES:

l'li'íano u. Vt¡ts C¡ts. (l,os r\ri¡¡clos Co., Calif'.,
Slrl)or. (;t, 2{X):lì, l(ìil(l itlt.r)¡.tì{j}'s-l h{)nl¡s V Girirrrìi
tuntl Alny Ir, Solomon. -['hc [ìrrl ncgol.iatcrl a $85
lnillion srrLtl¡lltrr¡ll, ull ltr;ll¡rll of itrr I I -yrirr-olrl girl
in.jrrrcrl in thc ¡rarking lol. ol'¿r Vr¡ns sLore whcrr a light
Iìxluro I'cll, sl,r'ikiug her on the hc¿rd. She sulfered
cxlr¡lrsivc hrairr clarnirge.'l'hrr pl¿rinlil'fs:¿ìlcHcd thal
l,lte rtitl.¡rrial usrìd L() cotìsl,t r¡(:[ [hc fìxtul.c Incl ¿
krìo\vn ptr)pr)nsll.y to clrrc;ry and tlìal. tllc rlcf0nd;rnls
Irarl igrrolrrrl sigrrs ul'crositrrr.

1Z¿tcker t¡. Dl.s,ncy (Los Ängcl:s Co,, Calit, Supcn
1,1., 2Ot)2). loâd al I orncys- f lrornas V Girarrli and .fu ny
li. Solornoll. 'lhc larvycrs t)ogoliit[crì a S4iJ million mirl-
Iriill s(ìtfl(ìmcnI rvillr Disrrcy r¡rr bollalf'ol ir 4-yrr¿¡',¡¿
boy wlro rvas soriorrsly Irrrrl.. rllrrgtrdly bcr:ausc ofir Iack
of doors on a theme park's llogcr. llabbit riile.

I llogers t¡, Brawt tulërlical lzc. (S.D. Calif. 200:ì),
lead attorncy-tìdberl M. Kcese. An invcntor won a
$25.8 nlillion vcl'dict against a medical suppl¡,1ìrnt
thirt ;rllcgctlly misrq)propriût-0rl l.r;rde sccrõts rnrl stolc
thc design lor a nr:edle-froc ìnlrtrvenuus dclivery
systcn. 'l'ho vcrdir;l includcd $5 inillion in punitive
rln ma gos.

Haggard Parks

Sincc its 1995 ïounrling, Ílaggard, Purks, I.laggarcl &
Bologna in Coral Gablcs, Fl¡r., h¿s rcpresented
intlividual clionts in aviation clisaster, pnrmises liability
anrl mlny otlìcr bodily injrrry cascs, recovoring nloro
than $180 millioll in verdicts and setl.lelnenß.bne
notablc oxccption rvas the fìve-lalvyer firm's foray into
cÌass ¿rctions ¿s co-local t:ounsel in Florida's Mic¡osofl
anl.itrust caso. In Âpril 2003, prclirninary approval lvas
granted lor a $200 million settlement.
NOTE.I¡/ORTHY CÁSES:

I lli.nton ü. 2331 Adctms,Street Corp. (Broward Co.,
Iîla., Cir. Ct. 2003), lcad &tl,orney-Mich¿el Haggerd. A
todcller sustainerl brain tlantagc
in a pool improperly sacurcd by

after nearrly drorvning
ân ¿partment complex,

slìll'FrnNrs'PAGE s7
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'I'he jury awarded $100 million-one of ihe largest jury
verdicLs ìn l;lorida history.

I Gafen u. 'nnr-Ba:.r Corp, (S.D: Fla. 2002); lead ,

al,torncy-Jeûrìet te Iiol0gn¿i. The þlirintiff was irriuretl
by flying dobris from a collision between a tractor-
tr¿ìlcr ¿rnd an Amt¡ak train. It scttlod fo¡ $14 million.

I Bu.s¿os ¿ leiua (Miami-Dadc Co.; fiìa.. Cir. Ct.
2001), lead attorney-Michael t-laggard. A Miami jury
arvàrded $21 million to a woÍi¡ìn who was injurcrì
rvltcn hcr car was sl,ruck by another drivcr, wht¡ was
using his cellphone at the time of the irash.

Kohn, Kohn and Colapinto
'l'lre lìvc-larvyer Washington [irm Kohn, Kohn and

Co lu p ln Lo specittlizcs in piolecting lvhistleblower
cmployces, ltBl agents ¿nd individualb exposing fraucl
in fcdcral oonl.r¿ì.ol.ing. lìounded in 1988, ii succcssfully
challengetl thc paylncnt of "hush moncy" in tho nucloir
inrlus(ry th¡lt rcsulicd in t-l¡c Nrrclcar lìcgulatory
Comm'ission iiìrpìemcnting for.mal r:ulesJtr.ohibiiing [hn
plircti(Ìc. I tvl a c k La I u. S ecrc t?.r!J o! La b ori.
NOTEWOFTHY GÂSES;

I Ceor!1ia Po¿uer Co. u. USDOL (1 :l th Cir. 2002), lcarl
attorncy-lr4ichacl Kohn; Â lvhistloblolving highlcvcl
nuclcar plant man¿ìger was firecl in.vioì¿rtiìrn #thc
crn¡loycc protcction provisions ol tlrc I.)norgy
Rcorganizal.ion Acl ol 1974. ¡\lter it lv¿s (lotermincd 0n
¿rppcaÌ l.lìa{, l.lto m¿n¡tgcr wits 0lìgagccl jn prr)1.0(:ted
activity, thc courl otderèd his reinst¿rtement aÀd .,
¿nv¡rrded $4.5 million in rlamagcs. ! , i. ,

.lJayko u. Ohío EnlirontnenLal Protection Å\gency
[Olìio I)epl-. l,¡rbo¡ AI_.1 2000), ]cacl lttorrrrry-ì\iit.hlnl
Kohn. A sitc coordin¿rtor.lbr OÌtio's Environnenl.al
Protection 

^gency 
lvas tr.ansfer.icd end f&lscly accuso(l

of thefû a['tr¡r alìcging irnplopcr conducl. by his
superiors. Ile had been investigating a c¿ncer clustcr
Ibund in sovcral sdrool buikliugs tlì¿rt wet.e consl,ructed
on ¿ fbrmor army plot associatctl rvilh ths N{anhattan
Projcct. lìeinst¿lted al'ter a hcaring, he w¿s ¡nvarrlcd
damages of more tlì¿rn $i600,000.

LSanjour u. U.S, EnilironmenLel proLec(,ion /l{!üLcu
f D,C. (ìir. 1(,91) {r!n biLilc), kr;rtl ùil.or.rrcy-S[e¡')hcn
I(olin. Ernployr:cs ol'the El'A and cnvirurìnreritiri grt,up"
brought suit againsl, tite rgcncy, chalLcnging
rogulal.ions that prohibilcd IìlrA.cmployn.es'irrrn
rr:cciviug rcimiturst;rnsnt lbr cxpcnscs Iì1. unollìr:i¿rl
spe:rking cng¿lgsrnonl-s t:oncerning l_hcir olljcial dul_ies.
Iloldlr)g Il];rl. th0 nìgulal,ir)tì vi0lilt('(l lhc clrl)ìoyrrrrs'
Irirsi,,{lnundrnrnl. righl.s, l.hc courI tlccl¿red l.h¿tl, it was
uiìcorìstitutionâl ¿r¡rd issuerì an iniunr:tion agaìnst it.s
cnlÌlrcclncnt.

Korein Tillery
Â 2Olawyor lìrm in St. Louis, Korei.n TiLIcrq c¿rlier

this ycar rvon a $10. L billion.,iurlgmcnt rgainst philip
Morris, including $3 billion in punitivos, in thc fìrst
consumef [ì'¡rr¡d class ¿rction ovor "light" cig¿rrcttes.
'fhe lì¡m:s sljecialty ptactico ¿rroâs inr:lude rlass ¿ctions
(r;onsumcr fraud ¿nd lllllSA), mass turts, inrlivitlual
tobacco cases, ltrotlut;ts liability and medical
m¿lprtrcl.ico.
NOTEWORTHY CÂSESI

ISpurks r. Ltrc"n('fuchnologies IMurlison Co.. Ill.,
Cìr. Ct. 2002), loíìd íril,orney-stephen Tillery. One of
thc largr:st r;lass a0tions in terms ofclàss size, it ¿lleged
r:onsunr;r fr¿rurl in l,he residtrtl,i¿rl lelcphone leasilg
programs of Luccnt ¿rnd AI&T (ìorp. The six-year.-long
litigation involvcrl thrcc lppcals, onc of rvhich madc it
to tho lllinois Suprcmc Court. It se{.tled the week it was
lo procced to tri¿I, in Àugust 2002, lor $300 million.

I Estlen u. 'nrc neüre¡nen.t Plan oJ the First National
Btutk of lìos\on (2d U.S. Circuit Court o[Appeals 2000),
lcad attorncvs-Stevcn Kalz and Douglas Sprong. Thc
cûso was thc first ljlllS¿\ t;lass action to challcngè
success[ullv t:aslr-balance-type bcnelit plans. Itled thc
rvÛy fbr ;r number of l¡rter class ¿rctions which nette d
hundreds of rnillions of dollars for retirees. Thc casc
st:tl.led [ìrr ¿L confìdent ial anrount alter an appellal.e
court granted summary.juclgme nt in f¿vor ol the
plaintifis.

lMulloq u. Atneritech (S.D. llì. 2000), lcad
rttorneys-Stevcn Katz and DougÌas Sprong. 'l'he firm
rcprosontod scvcral l-hoIsand Amcril.ech retirees wlìo
tùalkrngetl tho wäy Amorifoch benofìt plans computed
lunr¡:-sum distributions. The r;ase scf.tlcrl fbr more than
S175 ¡nillion aftcr Korcin'fillr:ry won summary
.judgmont on liability.

E PLAIHTIFFS'

ilT LI$T
TH

H
I{ramer Dillof

Thc husband-rnd-wil'c te¿un of 'lbm Moore antl Judy
Livirrgston lead the 12-larvyer Nerv Yr;rk Ílrn Kraner,
Dtllof, Liuingslon & Moore. In 197f1, lvtoorojoinecl thc
fìt'm founded'by Ch¿¡les Kramer ¿nfl l.fcnry l)illol and
llecame its senior partncr in I 988. Livi¡gston (ìanÌc on
board in 1980, frcsÌr out oflaw school. 'l'hcv have rvrrn
nìorc.l.lìiln 100 vcrclicts in cxcoss ol'$l millíon.'l hc
tt'rn spccializcs in mt:rlical ncgligrrncr,, ¡:crsorral injury
and wronglìrl dcaih.
NOTEWORTHY CÀSES:

I Meyers u. Uggur (Ne!v Y0t.k co., N.\'., Sup. Ct.
2002), lc¿id a{,torncy-Tom Moore . z\ N0rv yorkjury
¿rvarded S56 millibn ($52 nillion presr:nt-d¿y valuo) to
a girl strickcn rvith ccrebral palsy;Ls a rcsr¡ll'ofan
i¡rlcction tlìat s(rl. in altcr a ¡troccdurr) l.o institll ¡r slìurì1.
to driLin fluid lrom lrcr br¿in.'fllrcc rlor:lors rvcru [bunrl
,to'iiavc bn:achecl the. sl.irndartl of:carc by taiting to 

-
,detectrthe:signs ot inf'ectiôn. , ' 

,I ivlcNcil u /J¡irrrrk (Kirrgs Cu., N.Y, Sup. Ct. 2002),
lead attorney-Judy Livingston. A llrooklyn, N.y,.jrrry
üi 2002 ¿wardod Íi6.75 millìon to a 9-yr:ar-olcl gir.l
whose lather dicd after allcgcrlly rvaiting morro"l.han l2
lrours fbr emergcncy caldiac care at llrooklyn l{ospital
Cr)ntflr'. Thr) 45-yoâr-ol{l diorì cn roUlrì to sltrgory to
rcp¿ir ¿r rupturcd ¿ro¡[¿r. Livingston argued tlìa,t tl.ìo
hospital stalT wasl.ed ple cious l.itno in arrirnging th0
man's transl'er to anothcr facilil,y.

. I ßallí¡tas u. Ncto York Ci|y [lcak,h & I.ktspikils Corp.
(llronx Counl,y, N,Y, Sup. Ct. 2001), Iead atturne),-'lbm
Moore. A llrolx, N.ì'., jury in May 2001 ¿rlv¿rdecì
$ 107.8 million ($9.il rnilli¡rn presonl,-rlay value) to a
rùild whose ìrrain lvas ravagcd by unt.r(:a0{}d
nrtrrirrgì1.ìs. 'l'he suit allcgutl []r¿1. ilrc obsLot rical anrl
pediatric staf['ignored tilcar signs of t]ro disease,
allorving thc child to lic untrettcrl in thc hospitll
nursery fbr thrr;r: clays allor birth.

Levin Fishbein

In :1981, Arnold Loviu lidt thc firin olAdlcr, B¿rish,
l,evin & Chrcskofl [àkiltg wiilt him associatcs Mich¿lcl
D. Fishbcir ¿rntl L¡ru.cncc S. Ilcrnran.,4, ycirr lalcr,
tloward .1. Se dran joine d fiom tlowrcy & Simon in
Wrrslrhrgtorr, wltoro ho hirrl been an nss0clal.c. fhc
f csult¿nl. Plrilatlclphiir liLw fìrm,lerlrr FisltIrcin ,Satlrun
& Burnmn, rlodic¿tos 99% of its pracf ioc io pkrinl.ilÏs'
work, particularly cnvironntont-al mass tor[, anlil.rust
and products liability litigation.
NOTEWORTHY CÂSES:

a ln re Diat Dnqs Products LíabiliLlJ Litíaation lE.D.
l'a. 2000), co-le¿tl cuutrscl-MiclliLcl D. Fishbuin. The
firm has, since 1998, servcd ¿s coleacl cl¿rss counsel in
thc Fcn-Phcn dict drug lit¡ß&tion. 'thc litigation is thc
laigest and most complex mass tort proceeding outsitle
of¿ barlkruptcy context. In 2000, the court approved a
settlement agreoment with the principaì cleft:ndant, the
pharnaccutical rnaker Wyeth, for perymcnt of more
than $3.75 billion througli 2015.

I In re Orthopedic Bone Screu Products Liability
Litigdt¿on (8.D. ?it. on-going'), load attorney-Michaol
D. Fishboin. 'flìe massive litigation involve(t marketing
clearance fbr an orthopedic bone scrclv device used in
spiral surgery. It gcneratetì several significant rulings
concerning federal pre-emption of tort claims, civil
conspiracy law and the limits ofconstitutional
protection for "educational" marketirg in thc modic¿l
device field. Uliim¿tely, thc defcndants ontered into a
limited fund settlement for $100 million. Vlillions more
wcro paid by other dcfcndants in priv¿rto sott¡etnents.

I I¡L re Graphite E¿ectrodes ¿lntitrus| Lit iqatíon (E.D.
P¿. 2003), co-lcad counscl-l.lorvard J. Scdran. The firm
is co-lead counsel in this case involving allcgations of
horizontal price-fìxhg against the maÈers o"fgraphite
electrorles, wllich ¿ro userl by stecl mills to conduct
electricity.'fotal settlements reached S133,5 million for
a class lhat consisted oI approxinately 40% of thc
markot of dilect purchasers ol cler;trodes. 'fhe last tlvo
settloments arc subjccrt to court ¿rpproval in Scptombor.

Lieff Cabraser

Sinco il was fbun(lo(l in L972, tlrc S0-larvycr fìrnt
Lielf Cabraser llci.mann & Ilernst ei¿ hâs litig¿rtod or.
sel,[lcd rnore tllan 250 cl¿ss actiorrs, includilg u g1
l¡illion revised settlcment in the recent Sulzcr.l-li¡r
litigation, involving def'et:tive hip and knce prostheses.
'l'ho S¿rn Iìr¿rncisco-bascd firrn tliversifìes its pructice
areas am0ng securiti(ìs, nlass tort, consumor
protecl.ion, enìploymenl. itnd onvironùtent¿tl mattcrs.
NOTEWORIHY CASES:

lCla¡¡ltorn u. Erlsuco Lr11. tN.l). Calit. Z()02.), lead
attornuy-lìichalrl M. Iìcimalln. A lcd¡rraljrlry in S¿rr
Iìrancisco delivrlrcd {r $ 170.7 million vcrdict against
lldsaco in a sc¡;urities lraucl suit. 'fhc jury tÌrund that
Ilds¿rco airlrld ¿ softlarc company in setting up phony
uontpûrìics irs l)itrt r)l ;l scllcme L0 t.oport fictil¡ous s¿tles.
Thc verdict includcd $1 (r5 million in punitivo darnagcs.

tlI't'otl,er u. Perdue Fdnns hrc. (l). Dcl. 2002); lead
counscl-Jnrncs M. Finbcrg. Liclì'(iabrascr scrvcd as
class r:ourrscl for ap¡rrrrxiurirfcìy 50.000 orrrployct s.
nogol-iitting ¡r $1 0 lnillion scl.tlelnrrnI rvitll Pcrrìua
lÌirrrns In{:., orìc ol llt¡ì tì¿lt¡on's liìtgost I)oltltry
prooessü's. Thc suil. ch¿rlLeugerl Põrrluir's tìriliu.c ro

use olllchr's Super Liquid R¿rv-lfirlc ¿¡cl Nattir¿l Scal
l'lus sin|c ,larr I , l 

()rl l.

Milberg Weiss

During its lli3 ycars o[ litigiltiug conr¡llcx sOcuritics
class ¿Ìctions on bcll¿rll ol instiiutional ¿rnrl inrlividual
plainl,illìs,,Olillrcrg l4/eiss llercltct(L I.lune s LU J:eraùth¿ts
ret:ovolcri rnorc Lhan $;ì0 l)iÌlion il ¡rrvlrrr'ls and
scltl{)monts. llrr)nl 191)5 to 2002. 1lìo fìrln u,¿rs Iead or
co-lcad corrnscl ilt 54.it"/" ol' all securil.i(ìs lì'¿rrrrl class
irctirrns fìlrrrl in l,hc courrl.r'¡'. irrr:lrrrlir:g /n n: lVashinrlort
Ittthli.t: l\xucr Su¡tplu Sltsl.?th (sc{tlr!monts worc irl
exu:ss of $750 nillion) and In re Nasdaq ll,[urkt:t-
Ll(rkr^ /l¡tilrust Liliqfll.ùtn. {l[l lrillir¡ri in settiernrlrls
tccovr:rrtrl). Itì rc(ìcnt lnontlls, thc filin has pLrblicly
attknorvlcrlgcd that it is in thc ¡lrocr;ss rrl s¡rlitting infrr
two firnts. A[ last r;ount, it hatl 179 larvyn's,
NOIEWORTHY CASES:

al

invcstrnent b¿nks to inflotc artificially thc rnarkct ¡rrit:c
ol'thosc securilics thlottgh a prirt:tico callcrl
"ladduring," ãnd to conccal thc compens¿[ion rcc{rivod
by the undcrwriiers. 'l'he fìrsl. partitl sr:lllemont
approved was $lbillion.

a I¡t te Lt¿cent Techn.oloqies Inc. ,9ecur¿t¿es Litlad\ion
(D;N.tl. 200:l)r co-lerd counsel-David.l. Ilorshad. fhr:
plainl,itfs allegcd Lucent misroprcsonted thc dem¿rnrl
lbr its opiical networkiìrg producls itnd cng¿ged in
improper a(xlounting practiccs. 'fho c¡rse s0ttlcd for
fi600 million.

I In re O{orcl llealtlt Pl.uns lrtc. Secu.i.Lies Lítigutíon
(S.D.N.Y. 200i1), co-lead counsel-P¿rl.rici¿r N{. Ilyne s. An
action allcging that 0xfbrd madr: mater:ially f¿lso and
misleadíng steternen{s ¿bout its lin¿rnci¿l condition. In
adrliLion to a settlent{ìnt for lÈ300 milìion, Oxlord is ¡.lso
require,d to impleme nt sigt]ifìcat]t col.poratc
goverrtance rc[bnns.

Shute lVlihaly

Founded in 1980 in San Fr¿Ìncisco, ,thute, ùlihtlv &
lUeinlsergcr takes on ¿r diversc rallge ol't:asrs covering
environmental issues, lì'om impat:t studics and air-
quality control to nttur¿rl rcsourcos ¡rnd Iand uso.'fhc
24-member fìrm represenLs primarily publkl agencios
¿nd community groulls soeking r0lief untler the
Nation¿l Iinvironm0ntal Policy Arìt, tho Californi¿
Environ¡nental Qualily Arl, lhe Ck:an Water /\c[ ¿rrìd

the Èntlangcred Spr:r:ies Act, among othcr larvs,
sItE'Irf Il]rs' P^(;ti sg
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NOTEWORTHY GASES:
I Co¡nnu¿nities For A Belter Enuí.ronnrcnt u.

Californiu Resources Agency (Culifl Ct. App. 2002), lead
altorney-Ellison Folk. ltrvironmental organizations
challongcrl sevcral provisions of thc "guidelines"
adoplrd by tlìe state oI C¿lifornia in the Caliibrnia
Environrncntal Quality Act. of 1998, which would havc
seriously lirnited review of its potential environment¿Ll
inrpacl,.'ì'hc lrial court slruck down cight ol'tltc
challongcd guidclincs, and thc dccision was upheld on
appeal tbr all but one of the guidclines,

a San l"rdncisco lJdlJKeeper Inc. u. 'lbsco Corp. (9th
(ìir. 2002), lc¡td altornoy*Roberl; Pcrìmutten The lìrm
won a kcy decision upholcling the vitality of "citizen
enfbrcement" suits brought against þolluting
complnies undcr the federal Clean Water. ¿\ct. The
defbndanLs had attcnrptcd to ovadc liobility by arguing
that l.he salc ol'the allcgecl polluting facility ¿fter ihc
srri[ wrs liled ren¿lcred lhc c{sc moot. The trial oourt
disrnissed tlìc ca$e, but tlì0 9th Circuit unanimously
rcvc¡secl,

J llerkeley Keep ,lets Ouer tll¿ Búll Conùtiilee u.
llourtl of ltort of Connziisíoners (Calif'. Ct. App. 2001),
lead attbrnoy-Clemcnt Shuto. The plaintiffs^
succcssl'rlly challenged the adequacy ol'an
cnvironmcnltel irrpact report (lììR).prep¿ì.rod lor th(ì
Airport Developnìcnt I,r'ogram fbr Oakland Airport.
The t;ourl. hcld tll¿rl, thc lllR viol¿torl l,hc Californi¿
IlnviÌonmental QuaLity Act by failing to analyze a
rcasonablc range of all,crnativcs anrl to svulu¿rtc
propurly tho project's cnmulative irnpar;t.

Sprenger & Lang
Spccializing in crnploymcnt discrimination class

¿r;tions, the 12-¡¡ember firm ol Sprr:nger & Lang in
Minneapolis has obtaincd mo¡e tiìan È200 milliõn in
jurlglnanrs. ll lìils trlsr) improvctì sLln{lirr(ls in
empkrymcnt pr¿ctices on behall of tens of thousands ol
clttpluytttrs lìil|.i(Jntvirkr sirì(:0 ils lì)urìding in 1989. It
broúglìt tlle coultry's first scxual harassment cl¿rss
ttt:Lion (Jcnsn u. Ettt'leth ¡1llncs). rvhir:ll, alìcr I I ycars
ol chss r:crtificttion and tlvo tlitls, ostirlllishcd court
sttnd¿rrls fÌ)f itbsessing d¿rnragcs in sexual har¿rssman{.
(ìâs{ìs.

NOTE\/VORTHY CASES:
- IIill u. lleprtblíc o.[ Irut¡ lD.D.(',.2002), lcatl

attornoy-l);rnicl lVolf. 'l'hr: 
f irm broughl. an at:tirrn

t¡lrrlc¡' Illr, liurrrig¡1 g¡¡y,,¡¡,¡tn ItntnlltìiLìr!s ¡\cL on bclt¡r ll'
r¡l l7l{ Alncrican r:i{.izclts rvllo wôrc lÍll(orì ltrìslitgc
tlrrring tho .199(J lraqi inv¿rsion of Kuwait. 'l'hc r:iiurt.
¿rvarded $93 million in damàgcs. .lltrìflm(ìrì1, tvtrs
collcck;rl and tlislribul.cd in 2003.

I Kosan u. t\nrcrícan lspress I;inancíal -tkluisors
(D.l).C. 2002), co-lc¿rd counscl*L¿nvrcnrn Schaelcr.
(ìlass action rLllr:girrg gorrdrrr In(l r.ol¿Lod rliscritni¡ltti¡rn
in ontplôyrnont. sprrr:if ir:rlly iLgninst Ionralc finiulcial
Íì(lv¡sot s. 1'lìc cflsr! s{ìt l-lcd for $ll t rnilliolr plus
¡rìjunctivo rcli0[ th¿it includecl ¿l rcvisotl distr.ibution ol
irccolrnls ¡rnrl luarls,

lFrànklh u. Fìrst U¡tíon hrp. (8.D. Va. 200.11, co-
lcarl cot¡nsol-lvtichae I l,icrlcr. In ¿r c¿rse ol firsl
impression, cmployces brought a class ûolion ¿g¿tinst
[irsl, Union lol bre¿rch ol'its fìduci¿ry rluty in not
urnsidcring nonproprictary iunrls as jnve.stment
options in its 401(k) plan, 'l'hc crse setflerl fbr $26
million rnd inclutlcd thc tppoinLmont of au
indoponrìont;rclvisor, rvhich lccl to lhr: inrlusion of
norrprrrpriclat.y lìrnrl options.

Susman Godfrey
Ilous[o¡r-bascrl Sustrtan GodJi.ett lv¿s [Ìrulclcd in

l9tì0 by Stc¡rhon D. Susnran. Tlrc lìrrr macle il,s narnc
l.h¿rl. yc¿rr itr a pricc-fìxing trial thrt took on thc
cr)r'rugirt-cd lJ¡rx i¡t(lltstr.y. endirrg in I vordir.L;rglinst
i\'lc;Ltl l'rrp,rr Ilt¿r[,;rfl.rìr lr.r,blirrg. ap¡rrr:;rrrhlrl Sl billiolr.
Sinr;e thcn i{, bas grotvn to 65 larvycrs, and halfolits
prat;l,icc fbcust:s on plaintiflireprcsrtnlation.'lb dal.c,
tlrc firrn r;l¿rims l,o havc recovcrcd ¿r r:umul¿tivr: l.otal ol'
ovcr $2 billion lbr plainlillìs. lts main pra(ìticc aro¿rs ¿rro
arìtitrust, l.t¿tdo r0gul¿tlion, s{)(Ìllritics and (ìonl.rft(:t
dis¡rutL:s.
NOTEWORTTIY CASES:

J In rc Wktmins Anti[rust l,¡t¿qdtion (D.D.C., 2003),
co-leacl counsel-,lames'ì'. Soulhrvick. In June , a
fetlcral jury lbund th&t Iour det'enrlant companies had
particip¿ttcd in a glohal oonspirä.cy to lìx the prirìe oI
vit¿min 84, also knolvn a-s r;lroline chloride, rluring the
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llezulin, lvhich wers pulled li.om thc markct in Marr:h
2000 ¿ftcr being linked to livcr complir;ations. 1'he

I plaintilT, 63, a di¿betic &w¿ì.iling a livcr transplant, w¿rs
awarcled $43 million itr actual damages.

t I Wllia¡ns u. Ertgineered, Dxplosiues ,geruiccs (l)cxar
Co., Toxas, Dist. Ct. 2001), lc¿rd atiorncy-P. llriùn
Ilrlrrvman.'l'he casc involved an explosion thaf.
occurred lvhilc lìngineered lìx¡rlosives personnel wero
sinking an offshoro barge to create ¡rn a,rtificial recfloff
[llo r:o¿rs I of Georgia. After lbur doys ol' trial, tho jur],

i arv¿rrded $5.4 million to an Engincered lìxplosives
cmployee , Steve Willianls, to compensate him lbr tho

r injuries he roceívcd to his hands.

, lVeitz & Luxenberg
Bcst knolvn lbr its n¿rl,ion¿l ¿rsbcstos work, Now Yorkb

l4teitz.9 t.uienbcrg is a 5S-attorncy firm lbundccl in 198(r
by Arl.hur I-uxenberg and Iterry Weitz. I)¿rrtnor llobcrt.J,
Gordon is ils chiel tt'ial lawycr. llranching out into rn¿ss
torls, Weitz has fìled rnor¡: than I iJ,000 cíLses ¿ìg¿rinst
13ayor Corp. ovcr its [ÌLilt¡d chohsterol drug Baycol.

I Croteau ù. Co¡¿sol¿dated Ldison Inc. (Ncw York
Co., N,Y, Sup. Ct. 2003), le ad corutsr:l-Michacl lìobr¡rts
arrtl Jcrty Kiistal. 'l.hc plaintiff, whu dcvclopr:d
rnosolhcliorni¡ rvlrilc workirrg as a boilcr makc¡ srrcd
Ncrv York s (iln Urlisolt pownr cornp¿uty lnrl Lorrg
Island's norv-d¡'fìtnct l,ong Islùn(l Lighting Cr).'fltojlrrJ,
¿rvarded hiul S47 r¡illion.

a Brou¡t. tt. I.loneyuell Corp. (Ncw York Co., N.Y,
Sup. Ct. 2002), leatl counscl-Miclracl Robur.ts and
,lorry Kristal. The plaintiffdiod lì.orn c¿rnccr linkcd to
asl;cstos hc rv¡¡s ¡'rposed to wlrilc workirrg fbr an
;nrtr)rnol.¡v{) brirke tn¡lllfiu:trrrcr.'l hrr.jrrry lrwirrrlcrl ltiln
å).J.) mtllton-

lWlliunts t. tl.C. u¡ttl S.,lzu. {Ncrv York Co. Srrp. (ì1.

200I), Io¡rtl counsrrl-Robrrrl.,J. Crrrdon. l'lrc plaintillìs.
who havc ¿ll dicd, wcre ninc rncsolhcliom¿ victirns.
'I'h¡' rovlrsc-bilul cittod tri¡rl [ca[urcd ¿ damagcs pliaso
frrllrrrvrrrl by ¿t liûl)ility apporlionrnrrnt pltûso. Ind¡vi(luâl
¿lv¿rrds, issued in ,luly 2001, rtnged I'rom 57.2 million
tu $18. l8 rnillion,'fhr: total was $111.61 million.

Wiggins Childs
ljtnployrnl)nl. lil,ig¿ìti(D is thc bread tnd buLtcr ol'

ll;ig¡tins, Chíkls, Quinn en.d Pc"tlt,(zls, iL llirmingham,
¿\l;r.-btrsrrrl firrrr lìtrrrrr:rly k¡lown iLs (iurtlon, SilL¡rlnn;llr,
lViggins rnd.Chiìds. 'fhc lìrn has t¿rkr:n on industry
gients irìtjlurling Winn-l)ixic, Krogcr., Morok end rnajor
r¿rilroads. l'hcrc rvcre r:ight lawyers rvhcn llobcrt li
(lhikls.lr., lìobrrrt l-. Wiggins Jr. and C. Ivliclurel ()uinn
.joincd in 1985. 1'lll 1990s boorn hclpr:rì it to exp¿rnd lo
i37 lawyers [tjduy. hr addition to ernployment
dist:riminalidn;lhc fìrrn specializcs in civil rights anrl
cornplux litigotion..
NOTEWOnTHV CASES:

.l lleynolils,u, Atal:ann Departtnent. of
'li:an.spòúation (M.D. Âlr. 2001), learl âtl.ornoys-
lìobcrt I.. Wiggins Jr. and Robert F. Chìlds Jr. l'he fìrm
sr:l.llt:rl ;r l6-yuarrrld raci¡Ll bí¿rs suil.;rgtLirrsl, l.lrrr
¡\.1¿rbnlna Dcpartmont ol"fransportrtion in Sr>pternbcr
2001 tbr a tot¿l of 959.8 million. 'l'hc dcal includcd
two settlcmonts: $4f¡ ftillion to 2,400 black cnployccs
anrl fj8.4 million to íLn undoterminablo nunlbcr o[
white cmployecs who intrtrvcncd in tho suit ¿[t{lr the
original fÌling. Wiggins represented thu black
cm ¡rloye cs.

J llloore u. Norrttk Southern &trp. (.N.D. Al¿. Z00i ),
i lo¿rd ¿tf.orneys*llobcrt I-. Wiggins.ln and Robert lì
i Childs Jr. Virginia-l¡a.sed Norfolk Soulhcrn (ìorp.

¿rgrcc(l to p¡ry lii28 milliou to set-tle chÍrrges of'rito¡¿rl
rliscriruiral.iou against 7,700 blark crnployr:cs who
rvcrc âllogedly rlcnjcd ¿rdvanccnì{)Ììt. Nino namod
pluintif fs suod thc railway tnrnpany in l99il and the
suit rvts uertificd as a class action in [995, Norli¡ìk :r.isr¡

agrced l.o s¡rcnd anotlrcr $2.6 million r)n iL progr¿rm fo
corrcct its advan(r)nlent pr0cedures.

I ln re itlanogecl (;orc Lit¿gation (S.D. FIa.. MI)t,-
2000), lead attornoys-Dennis G. Pa¡tt¿zis anrl llrian l\l
Clark. Pantazis is ¿r mcmbcr of thc stccring comrniil.cc
rcpr0senl.ing 600,000 physicians in tlìc multidistricf.
litig¿tion against t-lMOs in federal corrrt in Mi¿rmi.
llundrerls ol ¡ndividual l¿rwsuiLs ¡trrì br:ing lrlrlerl to thc
pair in Miami, one [ìled on bchalfol'doctors and tho
othcr on beh¿rll'of patienls. Pantazis is handling thr:
retricval and protlut;tion ol l> to 10 million documcnts.
lìarlier this year, the plaintitïs'lawy{)rs nogotiated a
li470 million snll.lrltnent from l,rrtna, the largcs{. Hl\,1O
delendant. fl!

lO-year poriod from 1988 to 1998. 'fhc.iury trv¿rrded
the plaintifl's, a class of dir.ect purch¿rser.s ol'r,it¿unin
Il4, $49.5 nlillion in danrages. Wiilr trcbling rncl
attorney fees, the vet'dict wiìl be $150 milÌion. 't-ho lìr¡n
lÌas scrved as co-lead counsel Íbr thc class ¿tction
plaintiffs since 1999.

a Lyondell Petrochemicul Co. u. rltkntic Ri.ch.liel.tl
Co. (arbitration 2002), lcad counsr:l-VinceL IJh¿rti¿r.
Lyondell Chemical Co. initiatt:d an ¿rbitration
pr0cce ding ¿g¿ìinst Athntic ßir;hfield Co. tAIìCO),
0laiming th¿rt ARCO had bro¿chnd r:crtzrin provisions of
an ùgreemelìt for the sale of'thc gasoline addit ivt:
M'l'llll. A S¿n Francisco ¿rbitr¿rt or issuecl ¿r decision
sustaining Lyondcll's claims, ¿rnd thc part ics agrccd to
a settlemcnt ol'$21.5 million.

a'l'ho Stotc oI'lþras u. Anoto l\þdu( tiotÌ (.b. flì'irvis
Co., 'l'cxas, Dist. C[. 2001). lead r;ounscl-Kttie
Sammons and Lce Godfrey. Since 1997, the fìrrn has
becn pursuing clairns against ma.jor oil cornpanics on
Jrch¿Llf ol'¿ n¿iionwide cl¿ss ol'royall.y orvuers rvho
cl¿rim not to ltavo bôon paid royalties lbr. crudc oil
production. Settle ments totaìing nearly $200 million
wcrc irpproved by thc fhrlcral district oourt in Corpus
Christi, 'lirxas, in 1999. Appeals Iolkrrvorl. In 2001, tlrc
last ol thc dis¡rul,cs was rr:solvecl, clcaling tìrc way [Ì1.
the distribution to the cl¿rss.

Vladeck rilaldman

Vladcck, lVald¡na¿. flios & linglelnrtl h¿rs bncn
arourd sircc 1949 anct says it is túc oklcst plaintiflls'
employmont fìrtu in Ne lv York. Its tbLrncling part,ricr,
,furlitìl VllLd¡rk, is rvirltl¡'rcg;rrrled iìs r'no r)t l.lì,, tr)p
ornplrryrr:rrnt larvycrs. rvillr ltot.r, llt,uì lìrur rlrrr:¡rrL's'
lvorth o[ lil-igatio¡t oxperienrn. i\4any of'thc firnt's
vi(Ìtot¡rls at'0 (ionli(l(ìnl-iíì.1 sel.l.l{ìtncnl.s rr;rr:lrcrl itfler l.lt0
rlolirnd¿rnl,'s motiou lìrr surlrn¿rrl,.iurlgnlotll, is dcni0rl.
'l'hr: firm's l.oJ) \'ic[orir]s inck¡dtr a $ I4 lrillion sr:l.tlurnen{.
tbr 5;000 rvornon li.oln Wostcrn Ilk¡ctrir: Co. antl ¿ $j7,5
nrlllion settlelncnt of an oqual pny rraso for ,t,000
womcn firrm the Cil.y UnivcrsitJ,ul Ncrv Yr¡'k.
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

I Gatnltale u, Duttsclte llank {S.t).N.y. 200:l) lcad
attorney-.Iutlith Vladeck, Thc firûr l;rukurccl a
multimillion doll¿rr sr:ttlement rvith Doutsche ll¿rnk on
bch¿ll ol]¿r fem¿lo e rn¡tloycc who ûllcgcrl thût tho
bank's cul[u¡o wus "inlrosl;itable" l.o wonrel.'fllc,:aso
scttlerl ona rlay beforc il. u'rs s¡rltecllllarl lo go tr) lr¡;tl uJì
Mûy 27.2003,

I lilloC u, South ßeaclt lluucroqc Cu. (S,D.N.Y 2003),
lead attorney-Anno L. Clark ¿rnd l'¿Lr¡r Cre ¿rn. [n an
Equal lÌrnploymcnt Opportunity (lonìmission aotion
against South ßezrch Iìovcr¿gc fu. (Sobo) ancl Popsico,
the firnr representctl Iìve Iemalr¡ intorvcnoLs rvhr¡
reccivcrl pirynrcnLs t(,taliilg $()50,(it)0 lr) sotll0
albgations that the cìel'end¿rnts viol¿rtorl thnir civil rigllts
by cr0¿rtjng a lÌostilc tvork envirtnnlent. A conscnt
docrco rvas cntcrccl rvith thc court in trobruary 200iì.

Watts Law Firm
Tlre llouston-basetl l4/a(.Ls Luu¡ Iìir¡r¿ rvas f'oulrdr:rl i¡r

r\ugusl.2002, but l.he firln art.ually lraccs its roots to
lrvo predcccssor [ìrms r;o-liruncir:d l)y Ìvlika] C. Wrùtts,
the r)wnor of thc Iirm [h¿t norv borrs llis n¿u]t{1. It is ¿ì

24-larvyer pr¿c[j(](] spc(;i¿rlizin¡¡ in prodrrcl-s lìa bilil.y anrl
pelsonal injury.
NOTEWORTHY CASÉS:

a C(s¡o u. Foi'd ¡líotor Q,. [(;an]orou (ì0., 'lbx¿s,
Dist. Ct. 2003), lcad írLtorncy-Mikal C. lVrtts. ,{ jury
arv¿rdcd S l8 rnillion, including ij5 million in punitivcs,
agâinsl. Forrl Motor (;r,. ¡n ¿ rollovor r:as0. ['he Z I -vear-
old drivcr' 0f'the Iì-1 50 Supercab pickup l.ruck suff(ìriìd
spinal ctrrd itrjurics rcsull,iltg Iïonl ¿r defoctive roof
structure.

) Sunchez u. ParÀ'c-Darris (Nucccs Co., 'fcr¿rs. I)ist.
Ct. 2001), lead al.torncy-Mikal (ì. lVatts. A jury
alv¿rrdcd $i43 million in tho first plaintiffs victory
against Warner-La.mllert Co. ovcr its di¿betes drug


