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Puerto Rico fights death penalty

Islanders clash with
U.S., Pennsylvania.

By Leonard Post

STAFEP REPOTTERN

A crasn oF gultures and gov-
arnmanis over the death penalty
has erupted in Puerto Rico, pit-
ting the commonwealth ngainst
the United States and the state of

Pennsylvania,

A capital trial has begun in a
tederal court in Puerto Rico,
and, next month, a public de-
fender is set to fight the exiradi-
tion [rom Puerto Rico of a man
facing a murder charge in Penn-
sylvania, because it might be
charged as'a capital crime.

Both situalions stir the pas-
sions of Puerto Rican nationals,
and a large segment of the is-

land's legal community. The
commonwealth  outlawed  the
death penalty in 1929, Its Gon-
stitution, ratified by Congross in
1952, provides: “The dealh
penalty shall not exist.”

In the federal case, Lhe De-
partment of Justice (DOJ) fg-
nored Puerto Rico's ban on tho
death penalty when it chargod
two reputed gang members with
capital crimes and sought the

death penalty. Later, that con-
tention won the support of the
1st US. Circuil Courl of Ap-
peals, : b

Heetor  Oscar  Acosta-Mar-
linez & Joel Rivera-Alejandro,
the reputed gang leaders; are
accused of the 1998 kidnapping
ol a grocer, Jorge Hernandor
Dinz, who was shol o death
then dismembered, allegedly

SEE 'PUERTO RICO' PAGE 19
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Twenty-five go-to teams for when
the going gets tough. Pullout section

Online divorce services spark debate

Lawyers, providers
split over pitfalls.

By Dee McAree
STAFF NEPONTER
YOU MIGHT THIINK a couple
wanting a quick divorce would
first stop al a lawyer’s olfice—or
mayhe two lawyers’ offices, one
for each.

Not necessarily.

Their first stop may be the

computer. Welcome to the new
world of dot-com divorce.

On two of the most lrequent-
ed  online  divorce  sitos—
www.completecase.com and
www.legalzoom,com—cus-
lomers click on their stale ol
residence, pay an average lee of
$249 and submil lo a serics ol
questions aboul how they want
to split Lheir assols and, il appli-
cable, custody ol the kids.

They print the documents or
receive them by mail within 14

days. Then they fle them at
their  courthouse.  Once  the
judge  signs  them, thuy are
olficially divorced.

Pionecers of the services claim
that it is an affordable allerna-
tive to exorbitant legal fees.
Many divorce atlorneys say po-
tential customers ought o be-
ware, because divorce is a com-
plicated process (hal requires
legal counsel,

Big money is al stake be-
cause there are lots of divorces.

In the 44 states that collect
data, there were 515 divorces
for every 1,000 marriages last
year, according Lo Mismatel:
The Growing Gulf Between Men
and Women, by Andrew Hacker,
a proflessor ol political science
at Queens College in New York.

An online scarch f(or “di-
vorce online” genorales thou-
sands of hils, but few sites ac-
tually provide the service.
Some, like www.nolo.com, olfer

SEE 'DIVORCE’ PAGE 18
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HOT LIST

e BARON & BUDD
* BERGER & MONTAGUE
* BERNSTEIN LIEBHARD & LIFSHITZ *
* BUTLER, WOOTEN, FRYHOFER, DAUGHTERY & SULLIVAN
* CLIFFORD LAW OFFICES
® COHEN, MILSTEIN, HAUSFELD & TOLL
* CONSTANTINE & PARTNERS *
* COTCHETT, PITRE, SIMON & MCCARTHY *
* GIBBS & BRUNS
* GIRARDI & KEESE ®
* GREENE, BROILLET, PANISH & WHEELER *
. HAGGARD PARKS, HAGGARD & BOLOGNA *
. KOHN KOHN AND COLAPINTO *
« KOREIN TILLERY *
* KRAMER, DILLOF, LIVINGSTON & MOORE *
* LEVIN, FISHBEIN SEDRAN & BERMAN @
* LIEFF CABRASER HEIMANN & BERNSTEIN
* MILBERG WEISS BERSHAD HYNES & LERACH o
®* SHUTE, MIHALY & WEINBERGER *®
* SPRENGER & LANG ®
* SUSMAN GODFREY *
* VLADECK, WALDMAN, ELIAS & ENGELHARD *
* WATTS LAW FIRM ¢
* WEITZ & LUXENBERG *®
* WIGGINS, CHILDS, QUINN AND PANTAZIS *
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By David Hechler

STAPF REPORTER

FOR 15 YEARS (his newspaper has published an
annual section called Winning, which describes
Lhe recent triumphs and techniques of a handful
of litigators with notable records of rial court,
achievement,

The section in your hands today represents ou1
extension of that idea to law firms on the
plaintiffs side. This Is our pick of 25 lifigation
firmn that seem exermplary—the successor to the
Litigation 50 that we introduced last year:

We were looking [or firms that you'd want fo
call il you had a claim,

They had to be plaintils' igation shops—that |
i, they had to perlorm at least hall of their work
[or plaintiffs and devote at least hall of thelr
resources bo ltigation.

This left out frms that might have been
obvious choices a few years ago, like Boios,
Schillor & Flexner, which, these days, devoles
much of is time and resources lo defense work,
Two Houston frms that made the list, Susman
Godfrey and Gibhs & Bruns, divide their labors
dIOUn(I ffty-fifty. The others seemed comfot xbly
on the plaintills'side,

Wo tried t select firms (0 cover the major
practice arsas. We also aimed lor geographic
divensity, but we didn't choose a firm hased on its
location ifit wasn'l at least as qualified 1s the
compelition

\nnhmm o solo practilioners and shops whete
one or Lo lavyers )dlloflhv ks because wo
wantedl alistof irms, nota st of ldwyms

[inaly, there was a “hotness” quottent, meaning
we pad atlention Lo recent resulls as well as track
records. We had in mind verdicls and settlements,
M0t just iings and headlines, b other words, we
were looking for the kind of heal that produces
sweal, not sizzle.
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20-£0 teams
for when
the going
gets tough

The process by which this ist was derived was
stubjective. We didn't try {o apply an objective
meastre, and we don't claim these are te hest
plaintills" fems or the most agaressive or (he
most successlul. Many that aren'l here could he,
Fhe arbiteary cutoll 0[ 25 required some more or
loss arbitrary choices.

Wesought to cast a wide net by brainstorming
internally and by contacting dozens of genera

Tiventy-five

tounse L and asking for the names of plaintify’
firms they use and recommend,

We also asked many attorneys, on hoth the
plaintiffs" and defense side, to identify I iga‘ion
firms thal seemed parficularly sirong to thern.

To winnow the Hist, we consulted Web sites,
legal databases, news archives and colleagues
around the connlry. We contacted some firms and

| requested addit onal information.

On the pages thal follow, you'l find profiles of
three law firms and thumbnail sket chvs 0f22,

The three treated at greater length were
picked hecause they are established firms localed

|1nd ilferent parts of the country specializing in
| diferent practice arcas, These three happen o
' be from Wushington, Dallas and Los Angeles, We
could just as oasily have focused on three others,
(n the short profiles of the other 22, we
included with the help of the firms hrief
descriptions of some of thefr recent successes.
These include setlements, and because some
firms seltle many of their cases with
confidentiality agroements, it was sometimes
Tmpossible to report their biggest achievements.
This sampling of itigation fms reveals, not
surprisingly,  huge vartely in the US, plaintils' bar
The firms come in all shapes and sizes. There's
Lhe five-{awyer firm in Washinglon spectalizing in
whislleblower litigation. There's the 40-lawyor
Alahama frm branching out from fts hase in
employment litigation. And there’s the (al last
count) 179-lawyer hicoastal securilies class
action powerhouse that, like & glant paramecium,
Is splitting in (wo,
The thumbnails are hy Cleo Cacoulidis, Doe
‘ MeAree and Andrew Hareis. Lod by Cacoulidis,
MeAree, Harris and Gal Diane Cox also did most
| of the research, [
|
Hech s el s i dhechler @nfi.oom,
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Berger & Montague

For 33 years, Berger & Montague has specialized in
class actions in the fields of securilies, antitrust, maoss
torts and civil and human rights. The 60-member
Philadelphia firm has secured awards and sclllements
worth billions for its clients. Il was one of lfour lead
counsel that structirad the $1.3 billion global *
settlemnent ol all claims ngainst Michael R. Milken, the
nlficers and directors of Drexe] Burnham Lambert and
the more than 350 Drexel/Milken-related enlities.
NOTEWORTHY GASES:

Rinre Waste Management Inc. Securities Litigation
(N-D. 11l. 2000), co-lead tounsel—Sherrie Savetl.
Representing a class of investors, the firm obtained a
$200 million cash settlement.

B /n re IKON Office Solutions Inc. Securities
Litigation (E.D. Pa. 2000), co-lead and liaison
counscl—Morrill G. Davidoll. In an wetion Giod aguinst
TKON and same of its olficers on hohall ofits investors,
the firmy negotinted a $111 million cash setlement.

W /n re Rite Ald Inc. Securities Litigation (B.D. Pa.
2001), co-lead counsel—Sherrie Savolt. To dale, the
firm has obtained settlements of more than $190
millivn in cash-und scommon stock. Actions against Rite
Aid’s necounting firm and somoe of the company's
former officors are continding.

Bernstein Liebhard

Founded in 1993, New York's Bernstein, Liebhard &
Lifshitz does “99% securilins,” lounduer Stanley D.
Bisrnstoin said. It has 25 lawyars, (wo formerly with the
Securities and Exchange Commission
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

8 fnn ree Initial Public Offering Securities Litigatton
(S:DNY 20083), vo-load counspl—Stanley Barnslein,
Tonming with New York's Milherg Weiss Bershad Hynes
& Levach, in Juna 2003 the irms brokerad o $1 billion
sottlement on behall of investors in more than 300
publicly traded tochnology sompanies accused ol
inllaing their stock valus during the 1990s bull market.

B Buxbawm v. Deutsche Bank (S.D.N.Y. 2002), co-
lead counsel—Stanley Bernstein and Roberl Berg, The
plaintills hammerad-oul a $58 million scitlement of a
securities class action against Deutsehe Bank in June
2002, The bank was dcoused of issuing nislniding
stivlernunts aboul a possililo mergor

W Trchman e Volpo Crees of North Auterica e,
[Bergen Co., N, Supee. G 1999, lerd altorney—
Slanluy Bernstein, n 999, plaintilrs negotinlod a
sedtloment valuod at 530 million fnoa class aetiot Aled
on behalfl ol more than 35,000 Volvo owners who
houghit cars with deloctive Lires.

Butler Wooten

Based in Columbus, Gua:, Butler, Woote, Frighofer,
Dapghtery & Sollivan hus ropresentod plainills
nationwide in a range of civil setiong, Ifelueding
produets lubility, business torls, onvironmental
litigation and medical malpractice. The 12-member
firm, founded in 1988, has won hundreds of millions in
verdicts and sottloments. In particular, iU presided over
une of the [irst cases of punitive damages mwarded in
Goorgia against General Motars for aulo products
Tiahility (Maseley 0. Genoral Motors Corp. ).
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B Widow v. Anonymous Construction Co. (2002). A
Lrucking service Lechnician was killed on a job site
when a crane collapsed. The case seltled tor $2.7
million, The parties remain confidential,

B Morrell v. AlliedSignal Inc. (S.D. Ga. 2001), lead
attorney—Joel Wooten. Plaintiffs in this mass tort
sustained injuries as a result of sxpusire to mercury
during thee course of their employment at LCP
Chumicnls Ine. Settled for $17 million. *

B Leggett v. Honeywell Int’l. (S.D. Ga. 2001), lead
attorney—dJoel Wooten. The plaintiffs were injured by
exposure lo dangerous levels of toxic chemicals and
hazardous wasle while on the job due to their
employer’s alleged negligence. Settled for $3 million.*

“The Morrell and Leggete courts issued gag orders
Public documents disclnsed the settlement terms.

Clifford Law Offices

Covering the spectrum of personal injury practice,
from aviation and medical negligence to produets and
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| premises liability, the Chicago-based Clifford Law

| Offices has recovered hundreds of millions in verdicts
and settlements for ils clients. Founded in 1984, (he
firm's 22 lawyers have gained recognition in aviation
litigation and for selting legal precadint with the 1990
Mlinois case Barkei o Delnor Community Hospital,
where the court held that in malpractice claims,
injuries that occur in hospitals can be proved by

| circumstanlial evidence.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

W /i re Air-Crash Near Point Mugu, California (N1,
Calil. 2003), lead attorneys—Robert A Clifford and
Kevin P. Durkin, Alaska Airlines and Boving Gorp. were
both found lable for the crash of Aliska Flight 261
which plunged into the Pacific Ocoan, killing all 88
aboard the eraft The case sedtlod for $37.6 million,

B Estafe of Martin L. Koppfe v Villiage of Wiieeling
{Cook Co., 1L, Cle GL 2003), lead itlorneys—iichard 1
Burke wnd Jobin T, Kavnezis, In o premises Hability
aetion, the plaintills plane srashad during takeoll after
hitting a drainage ditch impreayierty loeated In o rimway
Saloty areit, The jury awarded $10.4 milion,

W People v. Philip Morris (Cook Go., 11, Cit. CL.
2002), lead attorney—Roberl A. Clitford. Altorneys who
had represented the siale of 1linois in Llobacen
litigalion sued the state lor their attorney fees, The
cuse settled for $67.5 million.

Constantine & Partners

An antitrustlitigation fivm, Constantine & Partners
has gained a national reputation sinco its 1994
founding in New York. Representing clients in all
aspects ol antilrust law as well as in complex
commercial disputes, the 17-member lirm has been
lead counsel in several liigh-profile casos. including
Kesmai Corp. v America Online (setlloment lerms aire
confidential). Many ol ils allorneys have tesiificd
bélore Congress on anlitrust and international trade
lssues,

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B /n re Visa Check/Master Money (13.D.N.Y. 2003),
lead counsel—Lloyd Gonslantine and Robert Begleiter.
National class action on hehall of 5 million merchants
alleging that Visa and MasterCard attompted to
manopolize the debil cavil ntarkel by tying morehant
aceaptunie ol deblt cavds o credil cards, A proliminary
setllement in oxcess of §3 Billion, which also gave
merchunils thechoico of aecupting or rejoeting debil
produets, wis approved in April 2003

W o tholedf Cable o Time Warner (1D.N.Y, 2001),
lead attorneys—Lloyd Constantine and Robert
Begleiter. Residents in the New York metropolitan arca
were deprived of the [ull benefits of competition, in
particular access {0 low-cosl programming services,
because of Time Warner's monopolization of the cable
television market in the region. According to published
reports, the case settled for more than $80 million.

Cotchett Pitre

bor 35 years, Cotchett, Pitre, Simon & MeCarthy has
engnged oxclusively inlitigation, reprosenting plainti(fs
in & wids variety of practico areas, including products
liability, sevurities wod aviedios 20 luwysrs, the
firm, based in Burlingame, Calil,, gained national
recognition when it represented thousands in the
securities cluss action against Lincoln Savings & Loan
and Charles Keating « decade ago. It won a $3.5 billion
Jjudgment, which was later reduced to $1.75 billion.
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B Behr Wood Sealant Cases (San Joaquin Co., Calif,
Super. CL., 2003), co-lead counsel—Bruce Simon.
National consumer class action for damages resulting
from the use of defective sealant products. The courl,
approved a preliminacy seltlement of $107.5 million.

B Morales v. Citigroup (San Francisco Co., Calif,,
Super. Ct. 2003}, co-lead counsel—Joe Cotchett and
Niall McCarthy. Borrowers suffered economic harm
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when insurance products were “packed” on to loans,
running up interest and costls. The case setlled for
$240 million.

W Wisper v. Old Republic (San Francisco Co., Calif.,
Super. Ct. 2001), lead attorney—Niall McCarthy. Class
action alleging title companies were improperly
earniug interest on consumer depusits. The jury
awarded $15 million.

Gibbs & Bruns

Engaged in a wide range ol commercial litigation,
including securitics, antitrust, contract and ofl and gas
disputes since 1983, Houston-based Gibbs & Bruns has
obtained more than $200 million in jury verdicts and
seltlements for hoth its corporate and individual
plaintills since 2001 The 30-member fivm filed suit in
May 2003 against Bank One in Phoenix on behalf of!
180 holders of more than $1.6 hillion in defaulted
bonds issued by the now-dofunct National Century
Financial Entlerprises,

NOTEWORTHY GASES:

B Neon Systems Inc. v. New Lra of Networks Inc.
(Fort Bend Co., Texas, Dist. GL. 2001), lead attorneys—
Chris Reynolds and Jean Frizell. Malicivus Lrade name
inlringement. According Lo public documents the jury
awarded $39 million. '

W Merrill Lynch Global Allocation Fund v. Natwest
Finance (Middlesex Co., N.J,, Super. Ct. 2001), lead
atlorney—Kathy Palrick, Plaintilf investment funds lost
a substantial portion of a 3450 million hond offering by
Nukornthai Strip Mill Public Co., &t ‘Thal steol company,
The case seltled for approximately 572 million.

Girardi & Keese

Since its lounding in 1965, Los Angeles’ Girardi &
Keese has recovered more than $1 billjon for plaintilts,

| including a landinark $333 millioi settlement Lor the

residents of Hinkley, Galil,, over allegations of
conlaminated drinking water in 1996. The firm's
environmental work rangres from class actions againsl
poltuting industrial facilities (o toxie torts and-air and
noise pollution cases. The 29-allorney firm, established
by partners Thomas Girardi and Robert Keese, also
represents clients in pharmaceutical and producls

| liabilily cases.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:
W Triana v Vons Cos. (Los Anigeles Co., Calif,,

| Super. Gt 2003), 1ead attornoys—TThomas V. Gicardi

and Amy 1% Solomon. The firm negotinted a $35
million seltlement on behall ol an Ul-yéar-plil girl
injured in the prrking lot ol u Vons slove when o light
fixture fell, striking her on the hond. She sulferdd
exlensive brain damage. The plaintiffs; alleged-that
the material used Lo construct the fixture had a
known propensity to decay and that the defendants
had ignored signs ol crosion.

B Zucker u Disney (Los Angples Goi, Galif, Supor.
G, 2002), lead attorneys—Thomas V. Girardi and Amy
[, Solomomn. Tha lwyars nogotitterd a $43 milion mid-
trial seltlement, with Disney on behalf of a 4-year-old
boy who was seriously hurt, allegecly because of a luck
ol doors on a theme park's Roger Rabbil ride.

B Rugers v, Braun Médical Inc. (S.D. Calil. 2003),
lead altorney—Roberl M. Kesse. An inventor won a
$25.8 million verdict against a medical supply firm
that allegedly misappropriated trade secrets and stole
e design [or a needle-free inbravenous delivery
system. The verdict included $5 million in punitive
diimnges.

Haggard Parks

Since its 1995 lounding, Haggard, Parks, Haggard &
Bologna in Coral Gables, Fla., has represented
indivitdual ellents in aviation disaster, pramises liability
and many other hodily injury cises, recovering more
than $180 million in verdicts and seilletients, One
nolable exception was the five-lawyer firm’s foray into
class actions as co-local counsel in Florida's Microsofl
antitrust case. [n April 2003, preliminary approval was
granted [or a $200 million settlement.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:
B Hinton . 2331 Adams Street Corp. (Broward Co.,

! Pla., Cir. Ct. 2003}, lead atlorney—Michael Haggard. A

toddler sustained brain damage after nearly drowning
in a pool improperly socured by an apartment complex.
SEE 'FIRMS' PAGE S7
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‘The jury awarded $100 mllhon—one of the lalgestjury |

verdicts in Florida history.

B Gafen v. Tim-Bar Corp. (S.D. I‘la 2002), lead
attorney—Jeanette Bolognd. The plaintill was injured
by flying debris [rom a collision’between a lrictor-
trailer and an Amtrak train. It settled for $14 miltion.

B Bustos v. Leiva (Miami-Dade Co.; Fla., Cir. Ct.
20010, Iead attorney—Michael Haggard. A Miami jury
awarded 521 million th o waman who was injured
whint hor cur was struck Iy anuther driver, who was
using his cellphone at the time of the crash.

Kohn, Kohn and Colapinto

The five-lawyer Washington firm Kokn. Kohn and
Colupinto speclillzes in protecting whisteblower
employees, Pl agents and individunls exposing frad
in foderal contracting. Founded in 1988, [lhl.l(lr‘ﬁ'vhl”\’
challenged the payment of "hush money™ in the nue loar
mdustey that resulled in te Nucleoar Regulatory
Commission tmplementing oemul fulis prohibiling e
practice. (Macktel v Seeretory of Labor),
NOTEWORTHY GASES:

B Georgia Power Co. v. USDOL (11th Cir. 2002), lead
attornuy—Michacl Kohn: A whistleblowing high-level
nuclear plant manager was fired in vinlution of the
employee proteclion provisions ol the Energy
Reorganization Acl of 1974. After it was determined:on
appeal that the manager was'engaged in protected
aclivily, the court ordered his reinstatement and -
swarded $4.5 million in damagos.

B Jaykp o Ohic nvirenmental Protection - !qi'rwJ
(Ohia Dapl. Labor ALT2000), load attornoy—Michael
Kohn-A site coordinmtor for Ghin's Enviconmental
Proteclion Agency was Lransferied and falsely accused
ol thelt alter alleging improper conduct by his
superiors. e had been investigaling a cancer cluster
found in several school buildings that were conslructed
on a former army plot associated wilh the Manbattan
Praject. Reinstated alter a hearing, he was awarded
dwmiges ol more than $600,000.

B Sanjour 0 (LS, Environmental Protection Agencl
(D26 G 1995) (e bine), load altornoy—Stephon
Kol Employees of the EPA ad environmental groups
broughl suil againsl the agency, challenging
eogulations thal prahibited FEPA smplayoes (ram
rneiiving rebmbursement for expenses for unalTeial
spraking engagements concerning teir afficial duties,
Hulding that the regulation violated the pinployees'
Firsl Aiendinent eights, the conrt declured thal it was
ubcanstitulional and Issur‘d an injunction against its
enlorcement.

Korein Tillery

A 20-lawyer firm in St Louis, Kerein Tillery earlier
this year won a $10.1 billion judgment ngainst Philip
Marris, including $3 billion in punitives, in'the first
consumer fraud class natinn ovor “light” cigarelles.
The firm’s specialty practice arcas include class actions
(ronsumer fraud and ERISA), mass Lorts, individual
tobacco cases, products liability and medical
malpraclice.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B Sparks v. Licent Technologies (Madison Co., Il1.,
Cir. CL 20021, Tead attormey—Stephen Tillary, One of
the largest cluss actions In lerms of class size, it alloged
somsuer fraud i e rosidontiad elephone leasing
progeams of Lucent and ATET Corp. The six-year-long
litigation involved thiree apponls, ono of which made it
lo the [llinois Supreme Court. It settled the week it was
lo proceed to Lrial, in August 2002, for $300 million,

B Zsden v. The Retirement Plan of the First National
Btk uf Boston (24 U.S. Clrcuit Court ol Appoals 2000),
lead attornoys—Steven Katz and Douglas Sprong, The
cnse was e frst ERISA class action Lo challenge
steersslully cush-balance-type benefit plans, I led the
way for a numbet of later elass actions which nattad
hundreds of millions of dollars for relirees. The case
settled for a confidential amount alter an appellale
court granted summary judgment in favor of the
plainti{fs.

W Malloy v. Ameritech (S.D. 111, 2000), lead
attorneys—Stleven Katz and Douglas Sprong. The irm
represented several thonsand Ameritech retirees who
challenged the way Ameritech benefit plans computed
lump-sum distributions. The case seltled for more than
$175 million aller Korein Tillery won summary
judgment on liability.

| 1o
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Kramer Dillof

- The husband-and-wile team of Tom Moore and Judy
Livingston lead the 12-lawyer New York Grm Kramer
Dillof, Livingston & Moore. In 1978, Moore joined the
firm-founded-by Charles Kramer and Henry Dillof and
hecame its senior partner in 1988. Livingston came on
board in 1980, {resh out of law school. They have won
more than 100 verdicls in excess of $1 million. The
firm spesializes in medical negligence, pmsmml injury
and wronglul death.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B Meyers v. Uggur (New York Co., N.Y,, Sup. GL
20021, luwdd nito —Tum Moord, A New York jury
awardod $50 million (552 million presentaday value) to
o girl steicken with eerebral polsy as a result ol an
infietion that sat in alter o peocedare bo dnstall o shunt
ain (uid [rom her brain. Three doctors were found
to-have hreached the standard of care by ﬁulmg o
delect:the signs ol Infection.

B McNeil v Burack (Kings Gu., N.Y., Sup. Ci. 200&)
lend attorney—Judy Livingstin, A Broaklyn, MY, jury
in 2002 awardod $6.75 million to n 9- ~yetr-oli givl
whose father died aftee alligedly wailing moro llmn 12
hours for emergoney ¢ Ill't|l.l| e ul Brooklyn Hospilal
Center. The 45-year-old died en route to surgery lo
repair a ruptured aorta. Livingston argued that the
hospital staff wasled precious lime in arranging the
man’s transler to another facility.

B Ballinas v. New York City Health & Hospitals Corp.
(Bronx County, N.Y., Sup. Cl. 2001), lead atlorney—Tom
Moore, A Bronx, N.Y,, jury in May 2001 awarded
$107.8 million ($9.3 million present-day value) (o a
child whose brain was ravaged by untreated
meningitis. The suit alleged that the obstetrical and
pediatric stalf ignored clear signs ol the discase,
allowing the child o lic untreated in the hospital
nursery {or three days alter hivth.

Levin Fishbein

In 1981, Arnold Lovin left the firin of Adler, Barish,
Levin & ChreskofT. taking with him associales Michael
D. llishbein and Laurence S. Berman. A year later,
Howard 1. Sedran joined from Howrey & Simon in
Washington, where he had been an assoclate. The
resultant Philadelphia law firm, Léwvin Fishbein Sedran
& Berman, dedicales 99% of its practice Lo plainlilfs’
work, particularly environmental mass tort, antitrust
and producls liabilily litigation.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

M /n re Diet Drugs Products Liability Litigation (E.D,
Pa. 2000}, co-lead counsel—Michael D. Fishbein. The
frm has, since 1998, served as co-lead class counsel in
tho:lfen-Phen diet deag Htigation. The litigation is te
lurgest and most complex mass Lorl prococding vuiside
of o bankreupley context, In 2000, the court approved o
sottlement agreement with the principal defendant, the
pharmaceutical maker Wyelth, for payment of more
than $3.75 billion through 2015,

M In re Orthopediv Bone Screw Products Liability
Litigation (E.D. Pa. an-gning), lead attorney—Michnel
D. Fishbein. The massive litigation involved markeling
clearance for an or thopedic bone screw device used in
spinal surgery. IL generatod several significant rulings
concerning federnl pre-emption of Lort claims, civil
conspiracy law and Lhe limits of constitutional
protection for “educalional” marketing in the medical
device feld. Ultimately, the defendants entered into a
limited fund settlement for $100 million, Millions more
were paid by other defendants in private settlements.

W [n re Graphite Electrodes Antitrust Litigation (E.D.
Pa. 2003}, co-lead counsel—Howard J. Sedran. The firm
is eo-lead tounsel in this case involving allegatinns of
horizental price-fixing against the makers nl graphite
aleetrodes, which are used by steel mills to canduet
electricily. Total settlements reached $133.5 million for
a class that consisted of approximately 40% of the
market of divect purchasers of clectrodes. The last two
settlements are subject to court approval in Seplembor.

Lieff Cabraser

Since it was founded in 1972, the 50-lawyer firm
Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein has litigated or
settled more than 250 class aclions, including a $1
billion revised settlement in the recent Sulzer Hip
litigation, involving defective hip and knee prostheses.
The San Francisco-based firm diversifies its praclice
areas among securities, mass lorl, consumer
protection, employmenl and environmental matlers,

| NOTEWORTHY GASES:

W Claghorn v. Edsaco Ltd. (N.DD. Calil, 2002), lead
alttorney—Richard M. Heimann, A loderal § Jury In San
Francisco dolivernd o $170.7 million verdict against
Edsacn in @ securitios feaud suit. The jury found i
Edsacn alded 4 software company in setting up phony
companies as part of a scheme Lo report ficlitious siles.
The verdict included $165 million in punitive damiges.

‘B Trotler v. Perdue Farms Inc. (D. Del. 2002); lead
counscl—James M. Finherg. Liell Cabraser served as
class counsel [or approximately 50,000 cimployees,
negoliating a $10 million selilement with Perdue
Tiarros Inc., one of the nation’s largest poullry
processors. The suil challenged Perdue’s lailure to
cotnprisate s assombly-lne employoos for putting o,
taking off and cleaning protostive and sanitary
aeuipminnl.

B 1 e Behe Wood Spadant Gases (San Joaguin Co.,
CHIE, Super G 2004), ao-lisad cotmnsel—Willinm
Bornstoin and Jonathan D0 Selbin, The Hrm won a
FIO7.5 willion seltlement ag eoslond counsel Tor
hismesowieses whosied (e padnd prodiets
manufactarer Bahr, over mildesw damages relaling tn
e ol ils extorior wood sealants, The sull Involvad (he
use of Belu's Super Liguid Raw-Ilide and Natural Seal
Plus since Jan. 1, 1991

Milberg Weiss

During its 33 years ol litigating complex securities
class actions on hehall of institutional and individual
plaintills, Milherg Weiss Bershiad Hynes & Lerach has
racovered more than $30 billion in awards and
settloments. From 1995 to 2002, the Grm was lead or
co-lead counsel in 54.5% of all securities fraud class
actions fled in the country, including In re Washington
Public Power Supply System (settlomonts were in
excess ol $750 million) and /n re Nasdag Muarket-
Makers Antitrust Litigation (31 billion in selllements
recovered). Tn recent months, the firin has publicly
acknowledged that it is in the process ol splitting into
lwo flirms. Al last count, it had 179 lawyers.
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B e re Initial Public Offoring Securvities Litigation
(SLNY 2004, co-lond counsel—Maelvyn 1 Wolss,
Three hundred-and-olhn cliss aetions involving initial
public-offorings marketed bebwenn 1998 and 2000
allege that the 1P0s were manipulated by the
investment banks to inflate arlificially the markel price
of tHose securities through a praciice callod
“laddering,” and to conceal the compensation received
by the underwriters. The fivst partial setllement
approved was $1billion.

M [n re Lucent Technologies Inc. Securities Litigation
(D:N.J. 2003), co-lead counscl—David J. Bershad. The
plainlilfs alleged Lucent misrepresented the demand
lor its optical networking products and engaged in
improper accounting practices. The case settled for
5600 million.

W /n re Oxford Health Plans Inc. Securities Litigation
(5.D.N.Y. 2003), co-lead counsel—Palricia M. Hynes, An
action alleging that Oxford made materially false and
misleading statements about its linancial condition, In
addition to a settlement for $300 million, Oxford is alsn
raquired to implement significant corporate
governance relorms,

Shute Mihaly

Founded in 1980 in San Francisco, Shute, Mihaly &
Weinberger Lukes on a diverse range of vases covering
environmenlal issues, [lrom impact studies and air-
quality control to natural resources and land use. The
24-member firm represents primarily public agencies
and community groups seeking reliel under the
National Environmental Policy Act, the Galifornia
Enviremmental Quality Act, the Clean Water Act and
the Endangered Species Act, among olher laws,
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‘FIRMS’ FROM S7
NOTEWORTHY GASES:

W Communities Ior A Better Environment v.
California Resources Ageney (Calill Cl, App, 2002), lead
attorney—Lillison Folk. Environmental organizations
challenged several provisions of the “guidelines”
adopled by the state of California in the California
Environmental Qualily Act of 1998, which would have
seriously limited review ol its pulential environmental
impact. The triul court struck down eight of the
challonged guidelines, and the docision was upheld on
appeal [or all but one of the guidelines.

B San Francisco BayKeeper Inc. v, Tosco Corp. (9ih
Cir. 2002), tead attornoy—ﬁoborl Porlmutter. The firm
won a key decision upholding the vitality of “citizen
enforcement” suils brought against polluting
companies under the (ederal Clean Water Act. The
defendants had atlemptod to evade liability by arguing
that the sale of the alleged polluting Facility after the
suil was filed rendered the case moot, The trial court
dismissed the case, but the 9th Circuit unanimously
reversed,

B Derkeley Keep Juts Over the Bay Committee v.
Board of Port of Commissioners (Call: Ct. App. 2001),
lead attorney—Clement Shule. The plaintiffs
successlully challenged the adequacy ol'an
environmental impactk report (INR) prepared for the
Airport Development Program lor Oakland Afrport.
The court held that the EIR violated the Caliltrnii
Environmental Quality Act by [ailing Lo analyze a
reasonable range of alternatives and to evaluate
properly the project’s cumulative impact.

Sprenger & Lang

Specializing in employment discrimination class
actions, the 12-member fivm of Sprenger & Lang in
Minneapolis has oblained more than $200 million in
judgments. It has also improved standards in
employment practices on behall of Lens of thousands ol
empluyees nalivnwide since its founding in 1989. It
brought the country’s first sexual harassment class
action (fenson v. Eveleth Mines), which, afler 11 years
of class eortifitation and two trials, established court
standards lor asseysing damages in sexual harassment
cases.

NOTEWORTHY GASES:

BTl v, Repablic of Irag (D.D.C. 2002), lead
atlorney—Daniel Wolll The firm brought an actipn
under \he Foreign Sovereign lmmuniting Act on behall
ol 178 A vitizens who wers [nken lmsl‘:::(‘
during the 1990 lengi invasion of Kowait. The court
awarded $93 million in damages, Judgment. was
collected and disteibuted fn 2003,

W Kosen v. American Bxpress Financial Advisors
(D.D.C. 2002), co-lead counsel—Lawrence Schaeler.
Class netion alleging wendir and relolod discrimination
in employment, specificnlly against lemale financis
advisors. The ense settld I‘m' F20 million plus
injunetive reliel that Ineluded a revisod distelbution o
accounts and leads,

B /ranklin v. First Union Corp. (LD, Va. 2001), co-
lead counsel—Michael Liedor. In a case of first
impression, empluyres brought a class aclion against
tfirst Union for breach af iis Aduciary duty in not
considering nonproprietary funds as investment
oplions in its 401(k) plan, The case settled lor $26
million and included the appointment of an
independent advisor, which led to the inclusion of
nonproprictary fund options.

Susman Godfrey

iouston-based Susman Godfirey was lounded in
1980 by Stephen D. Susman. The firm made ils name
that year in a price-fixing trial thul took on the
corrugaled box industry, ending in a verdicl against
Mead Paper that, alter trobling, approached $1 billion
Since then it has grown to 65 lawyers, and half ol ils
practice locuses on plaintill representation. To date,
the irm claims Lo have recovered a cumulalive total of
over $2 hillion for plainlills. lts main practice areas are
antitrust, trade regulation, securities and contract
disputes.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

W /n re Vitamins Antitrust Litigation (D.D.C., 2003),
co-lead counsel—James T. Southwick, In June, a
federal jury [ound that four defendant companies had
participated in a global conspiracy to fix the price of
vilamin B4, also known as choline chloride, during the

THE PLAINTIFFS’

HOT LIST

10-year period from 1988 1o 1998, The jury awarded
the plaintilfs, a class of direct purchasers of vitamin
B4, $49.5 million in damages. With trebling and
attorney fees, the verdict will be $150 million. The firm
has served as co-lead counsel lor the class action

| plaintifls since 1999.

W Lyondell Petrachemical Co. v. Atlantic Richfield
Co. {arbilration 2002), lead counsel—Vineet Bhalia.
Lyondell Chemical Co. initiated an arbitration
proceeding against Atlantic Richfield Go. (ARCO),
claiming that ARCO had breached certain provisions of
an agreement for the sale of the gasoline additive
MTBII. A San Francisco arbilrator issued a decision
sustaining Lyondell's claims, and the parties agreed to
a seltlement of $21.5 milflion. |
B The State of Texas v. Amoca Production Co, (Travis

Co., Texas, Dist. CL. 2001), lead counsel—Kalie
Sammons and Lee Godlrey. Since 1997, the firm has

| boen pursidng claims against major ofl compamics on

| behalfof a nutionwide class of rayalty owners who
claim not o have boen paid royaltios for cruda oil

| production. Settlements totaling nearly $200 million

| were approved hy the federal districl court in Corpus

| Chrisli, Texas, in 1999. Appeals lollowed. n 2001, the

|

|

last of Lhe disputes was resolved, clearing the way for
the distribution to the class.

' Vladeck Waldman

Vladeck, Waldman. Elias & Englehard has been
around since 1949 and says i is (he vldest plaintifls’
employmenl (irm in New York. Its founding pariner,
Judith Viadock, is widely regarded us one of the top
employmeat lawyers, with more than (our decides’
worth ol litigation experience. Many ol the firm's
viclories are conlidential setilemenis reached alter the
defendant’s motion for summary judgment is denied
The fivm’s Lop viclories include a $14 million setlement
[or 5,000 women [rom Western Eleclric Co. and 0 $7.5
million settlemnent of an oqual pay case for 4,000
women [rom the Cily University of New York.
NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B Gambale v. Deutsche Bank (S.D.N,Y. 2003) lead
atlorney—Judith Vladeck. The ivin brokered a
mullimillion dollar scttlement with Deutsche Bank on
behall ol a fermale ump]uyvc who alloged that the
bank’s cultue was "inhospitable" (o women. The case
settled one'day Wifore it wag seheduled o go o Lrial on
May 27, 2003

B SEOC v: South Beacl Beverage Co. (S.D.NVY. 2003),
lead attorney—Anne L. Clark and 'Tura Crean. In an
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission action
against Soulh Beach Beverage Co. (Sobo) and Pepsico,
the firm represented five temale intorvenors who
received payments totaling $950,000 Lo settle
allegations that the defendants violated their civil rights
by creating a hoslile work environment, A consenl
docree was entered with the cowrt in February 2003,

Watts Law Firm

The Houston-hased Watts Law Firm was [ounded in
August 2002, bul the firm actually traces its roots Lo
Lwo predecessor lirms co-founded by Mikal €, Walls,
the owner of the firm that now hears his name. {t is a
24-lawyer practice specializing in produclts liability and
personal injury.

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

® Castro v. Ford Motor Co. (Cameron Co., Texas,
Disl. CL. 2003), lead attorney—Mikal C, Walts. A jury
awarded $18 million, including $5 million in punitives,
against Ford Motor Co.in a rollover case. The 21-year-
old driver of the F-150 SuperCab pickup truck suffered
spinal cord injuries resulling ltom a defeclive roof
structure.

W Sanchez v. Parke-Davis (Nucces Co., Texas, Dist
Ct. 2001}, lead altorney—Mikal C. Walts. A jury
awarded $43 million in the first plaintift’s victory
against Warner-Lambert Co. over its diabetes drug

Rezulin, which was pulled [rom the market in March
2000 after being linked Lo liver complications. The
plaintilT, 63, a diabetic awaiting a liver transplant, was

 awarded $43 million in actual damages.

| Williams v. Engineered Explosives Services (Bexar
Co., Texas, Dist. Ct. 2001), lead altorney—P. Brian
Berryman. The case involved an explosion that
occurred while Engineered Explosives personnel were
sinking an offshore barge to creale an artificial reef ot
the coast of Georgia. Alter lour days of Lrial, the jury
awarded $5.4 million to an Engincered Iixplosives
employee, Steve Williams, to compensale him lor the
injuries he received to his hands.

Weitz & Luxenberg

Best known lor its national ashestos work, New York's
Weitz & Luzenberg is a 55-allorney firm founded in 1986
by Arthur Luxenberg and Perry Weilz. Partner Robert J.
Gordon is its chiel trial lawyer. Branching out into mass
torts, Weilz has filed more Lhan 13,000 cases against
Bayer Corp. over its lailed cholesterol drug Baycol.

M Croteau v. Consolidated Ldison Inc. (New York
Co., N.Y., Sup. Ct. 2003), lead counsel—Michacl Roberts
and Jerry Kristal. The plaintill, who developod
mesothelioma while working as a hoiler maker, sued
New York’s Con Edison power company and Long
Island’s now-delunct Long Island Lighting Co. The jury
awarded hitn $47 million.

B Brown v. Honeywell Corp. (New York Co., N.Y.,
Sup. CL. 2002), lead counscl—Michacl Roberts and
Jorry Kristal. The plainti(f died from cancer linked to
ashestos he was exposed to while working for an
atomative brake manufacturer. Ithm y awarded him
$53.5 million. 2

| Williums v. A.C. and S. Inc. (New York Co. Sup. CL,
2001), lead counsel—Robert J. Gordon. The plaintills,
who have all died, were nine mesothelioma, vietirs.
The reverse-bilurcated trial fealured a damages phase
followed by a liability apportionment phase. Individual
awards, issued in July 2001, ranged from $7.2 million
Lo $18. L8 million. The tolal was $111.61 million.

Wiggins Childs

imployment litigatlion is the bread and butter of
Wiggins, Childs, Quinn and Pantezis, a Birmingham,
Ali-based firm formerly known as Gordon, Silberman,
Wiggins and Childs, The firmn has'tnken on industey
giunls including Winn-Dixio, Krogor, Merck and iaaijor
raflroads. Thore were cight lawyinrs when Rabort |
Childs Jr,, Robert L. Wiggins Jr. and C. Michael Quinn
joined in 1985 The 1990s boom helped it to expand in
37 lawyers (day. [0 addition to employment
discrimination, the firm specializes in civil rights and
complex litigation. .

NOTEWORTHY CASES:

B Reynolds-v. Alabama Department of
Transportation (M.D. Ali. 2001), lead atlorneys—
Robert L. Wiggins Jr. and Robert T. Childs Jr. The firm
setlled a 16-year-old racial bias suit against the
Alabama Department of Transporlation in September
2001 lor a totul.of $59.8 million. The deal included
two settlements: $46 million to 2,400 black employecs
and $8.4 million lo an undeterminable number of
white smployees who intervened in the suit afler the
original (iling. Wiggins reprusented the black
cmployecs.

W Moore v. Norfolk Southern Corp. (N.D. Alu. 2001),

. lead allorneys—Robert L. Wiggins Jr. and Robert It

Childs Jr. Virginia-based Norfolk Southern Corp

agreed Lo pay $28 million to sellle charges of racial
discriminalion against 7,700 black employees who
were allogedly denjed advancement. Nine named
plaintills sued the railway company in 1993 and the
suil was cerlified as a class action in 1995. Norflolk also
agreed Lo spend another $2.6 million on a program to
correcl ils advancement procedures.

W /n re Managed Care Litigation (S.D. Fla. MDL-
2000), lead allorneys—Dennis G. Panlazis and Brian M
Clark. Pantazis is & member of Lhe stecring commitiec.
representing 600,000 physicians in the multidistrict
litigativn against IMOs in federal courl in Miami.
Hundreds of individual lawsuits are being added to the
pair in Miami, one filed on behalf of doctors and the
other on behalf of patients. Pantazis is handling the
retrieval and production of 6 to 10 million documents
Larlier this year, the plaintills’ lawyers negotiated a
$470 million settlement from Aetna, the largest HMO
defendant. [



